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Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2015

More than three decades of economic growth have led to significant social
change in the People?s Republic of China. Thistimely book examines the
emerging structures of class and social stratification: how they are interpreted
and managed by the Chinese Communist Party, and how they are understood and
lived by people themselves.

David Goodman details the emergence of adominant class based on political
power and wealth that has emerged from the institutions of the Party-state; a
well-established middle classthat is closely associated with the Party-state and a
not-so-well-established entrepreneurial middle class; and several different
subordinate classes in both the rural and urban areas. In doing so, he considers
several critical issues: the extent to which the social basis of the Chinese political
system has changed and the likely consequences; the impact of change on the old
working class that was the socio-political mainstay of state socialism before the
1980s; the extent to which the migrant workers on whom much of the economic
power of the PRC since the early 1980s has been based are becoming a new
working class; and the consequences of China?s growing middle class, especially
for politics.

The result is an invaluable guide for students and non-specialists interested in the
contours of ongoing social changein China.
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Classin Contemporary China (China Today) By David S. G. Goodman

Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2015

More than three decades of economic growth have led to significant social change in the People?s Republic
of China. Thistimely book examines the emerging structures of class and social stratification: how they are
interpreted and managed by the Chinese Communist Party, and how they are understood and lived by people
themselves.

David Goodman details the emergence of a dominant class based on political power and wealth that has
emerged from the institutions of the Party-state; a well-established middle class that is closely associated
with the Party-state and a not-so-well-established entrepreneurial middle class; and several different
subordinate classes in both the rural and urban areas. In doing so, he considers several critical issues: the
extent to which the social basis of the Chinese political system has changed and the likely consequences; the
impact of change on the old working class that was the socio-political mainstay of state socialism before the
1980s; the extent to which the migrant workers on whom much of the economic power of the PRC since the
early 1980s has been based are becoming a new working class; and the consequences of China?s growing
middle class, especially for politics.

Theresult is an invaluable guide for students and non-specialists interested in the contours of ongoing social
changein China.
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Editorial Review
Review
Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2015

"Classin Contemporary China has done anoble job in what is an extremely complicated and diffused
subject. Goodman has managed to piece together a survey of disparate understandings of class and bring
them into a coherent portrait, taking the studies and analysing them in detail. It is an absorbing look, given
the tremendous change in Chinathat is aso changing the world."

L SE Review of Books

"Goodman has an eagle eye for what is crucial in China's development. His analysis of the important but
under-appreciated role of class and class analysis in modern China should be mandatory reading. The book
provides avital contribution to our understanding of continuity and changein China."

Anthony Saich, Harvard Kennedy School

"Classis at the basis of the Chinese Communist revolution, yet today's Chinais aworld away from the class-
based poalitics of the Mao era. In this highly readable and meticulously researched book, David Goodman
gives readers a powerful account of what precisely class meansin today's China and why it matters. From
the emergent middle class to the new classes that make up China's working population, the analysis gives
detail that reveals just how complex class has become. The book brings together Goodman's interdisciplinary
skills as a historian and political scientist, and it draws from the latest cutting-edge data from within China
itself. On acrucial issue shaping Chinain the twenty-first century, thisis a must-read book."

Rana Mitter, University China Centre, University of Oxford

"David Goodman provides a comprehensive and admirably succinct overview of a complex subject with a
voluminous literature. This excellent book provides all the tools needed to contextualise and analyse these
changes, including a concise theoretical discussion, an overview of class under Mao and, during the reform
era, an analysis of the dominant, middle and subordinate classes and a thoughtful discussion about class and
the growing economic inequalitiesin China. | highly recommend it to students and scholars of contemporary
Chinese economics, politics and society."

Palitical Studies Review

About the Author

David S. G. Goodman is Academic Director of the China Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, where
heis Professor of Chinese Palitics. He is also Professor in the School of Social and Behavioural Sciences at
Nanjing University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Woodr uff:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book Class in Contemporary China (China Today) seemed to be



making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It isvery
advantages for you. The reserve Class in Contemporary China (China Today) is not only giving you more
new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your current
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Classin Contemporary China
(ChinaToday). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Kathryn Granger:

This Classin Contemporary China (China Today) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Class in Contemporary China (China Today) can be one of
many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is actualy
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Class in Contemporary China (China Today) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

AliceHille:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read the book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Class in Contemporary China (China Today) it is quite
good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore very
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book has high quality.

Marjorie Calhoun:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Classin Contemporary China (China
Today) can give you alot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Class in Contemporary
China (China Today).
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