
Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The Political
Economy of Drug Policy

By Alex Stevens

Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The Political Economy of Drug Policy By
Alex Stevens

Drugs, Crime and Public Health provides an accessible but critical discussion of
recent policy on illicit drugs. Using a comparative approach - centred on the UK,
but with insights and complementary data gathered from the USA and other
countries - it discusses theoretical perspectives and provides new empirical
evidence which challenges prevalent ways of thinking about illicit drugs. It
argues that problematic drug use can only be understood in the social context in
which it takes place, a context which it shares with other problems of crime and
public health. The book demonstrates the social and spatial overlap of these
problems, examining the focus of contemporary drug policy on crime reduction.
This focus, Alex Stevens contends, has made it less, rather than more, likely that
long-term solutions will be produced for drugs, crime and health inequalities.
And he concludes, through examining competing visions for the future of drug
policy, with an argument for social solutions to these social problems.
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drugs. Using a comparative approach - centred on the UK, but with insights and complementary data
gathered from the USA and other countries - it discusses theoretical perspectives and provides new empirical
evidence which challenges prevalent ways of thinking about illicit drugs. It argues that problematic drug use
can only be understood in the social context in which it takes place, a context which it shares with other
problems of crime and public health. The book demonstrates the social and spatial overlap of these problems,
examining the focus of contemporary drug policy on crime reduction. This focus, Alex Stevens contends, has
made it less, rather than more, likely that long-term solutions will be produced for drugs, crime and health
inequalities. And he concludes, through examining competing visions for the future of drug policy, with an
argument for social solutions to these social problems.
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Editorial Review

Review

'penetrating and insightful... [Stevens] strikes exactly the right balance between accessibility and
critical depth and has produced a book that will deservedly attract a wide readership....  I wish and
hope that one or two presidents and prime ministers around the world end up reading a copy. Who
knows what might happen then?' - Toby Seddon, British Journal of Criminology, Vol. 51 No. 4 (2011)

'This is an interesting, relevant and wide-ranging book written with passion. The central question of
this book is why the poor and socially deprived bear most of the harms related to the use of illegal
drugs, when the use of such substances is found in all sectors of society? To explore this question, Alex
Stevens situates drug policy within the political economy of the distribution of power and resources in
society. By doing this, he distances himself from the more drug centered conceptions of drug policy
that dominate both academic literature and policy making. This opens for interesting perspectives on
the role and the relevance of drug policy in the distribution of drug related harm.' – Esben Houborg,
Center for Alcohol and Drug Research, Aarhus University, Denmark

"Drugs, Crime and Public Health provides a powerful diagnosis of the drug problem and is a must-read for
anybody seriously interested in the subject. The analysis is thoughtful and nuanced, yet refreshingly concise
and clear-sighted. Rather than academic dissembling, the political implications are laid bare, though the
call for 'more reliable evidence on which to build drug policy' is tinged with irony. Stevens' own analysis
suggests the evidence he presents will be unplatable to those best placed to act on it and will almost certainly
be subject to the processes of selectivity and silencing he describes. That said, the call for a progressive
coalition has an air of realpolitik about it, encapsulating what might be taken as the book's core manifesto -
drug policy is inevitably political, but is too important to be left to politicians and their advisors." - Michael
Shiner, Druglink (September/October 2013)

About the Author

Alex Stevens is a Professor in Criminal Justice at the University of Kent. He has worked on issues of drugs,
crime and health in the voluntary sector, as an academic researcher and as an adviser to the UK government,
and has published extensively on these issues.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

The book untitled Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The Political Economy of Drug Policy is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The Political Economy



of Drug Policy from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Eby:

Why? Because this Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The Political Economy of Drug Policy is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Mary Tobin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The
Political Economy of Drug Policy e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Drugs, Crime and
Public Health: The Political Economy of Drug Policy as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Hazel Mercado:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Drugs, Crime and Public Health: The Political
Economy of Drug Policy was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Drugs,
Crime and Public Health: The Political Economy of Drug Policy has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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