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Although the study of traditional Chinese medicine has attracted unprecedented
attention in recent years, Western knowledge of it has been limited because, until
now, not a single Chinese classical medical text has been available in a serious
philological translation. The present book offers, for the first time in any Western
language, a complete translation of an ancient Chinese medical classic, the Nan-
ching. The translation adheres to rigid sinological standards and applies
philological and historiographic methods.
 
The original text of the Nan-ching was compiled during the first century A.D. by
an unknown author. From that time forward, this ancient text provoked an
ongoing stream of commentaries. Following the Sung era, it was misidentified as
merely an explanatory sequel to the classic of the Yellow Emperor, the Huang-ti
nei-ching. This volume, however, demonstrates that the Nan-ching should once
again be regarded as a significant and innovative text in itself.
 
It marked the apex and the conclusion of the initial development phase of a
conceptual system of health care based on the doctrines of the Five Phases and
yinyang. As the classic of the medicine of systematic correspondence, the Nan-
ching covers all aspects of theoretical and practical health care within these
doctrines in an unusually systematic fashion. Most important is its innovative
discussion of pulse diagnosis and needle treatment.
 
Unschuld combines the translation of the text of the Nan-ching with selected
commentaries by twenty Chinese and Japanese authors from the past seventeen
centuries. These commentaries provide insights into the processes of reception
and transmission of ancient Chinese concepts from the Han era to the present
time, and shed light on the issue of progress in Chinese medicine. Central to the
book, and contributing to a completely new understanding of traditional Chinese
medical thought, is the identification of a “patterned knowledge” that
characterizes—in contrast to the monoparadigmatic tendencies in Western
science and medicine—the literature and practice of traditional Chinese health
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care.
 
Unschuld’s translation of the Nan-ching is an accomplishment of monumental
proportions. Anthropologists, historians, and sociologists as well as general
readers interested in traditional Chinese medicine—but who lack Chinese
language abilities—will at last have access to ancient Chinese concepts of health
care and therapy. Filling an enormous gap in the literature, Nan-ching—The
Classic of Difficult Issues is the kind of landmark work that will shape the study
of Chinese medicine for years to come.
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Although the study of traditional Chinese medicine has attracted unprecedented attention in recent years,
Western knowledge of it has been limited because, until now, not a single Chinese classical medical text has
been available in a serious philological translation. The present book offers, for the first time in any Western
language, a complete translation of an ancient Chinese medical classic, the Nan-ching. The translation
adheres to rigid sinological standards and applies philological and historiographic methods.
 
The original text of the Nan-ching was compiled during the first century A.D. by an unknown author. From
that time forward, this ancient text provoked an ongoing stream of commentaries. Following the Sung era, it
was misidentified as merely an explanatory sequel to the classic of the Yellow Emperor, the Huang-ti nei-
ching. This volume, however, demonstrates that the Nan-ching should once again be regarded as a
significant and innovative text in itself.
 
It marked the apex and the conclusion of the initial development phase of a conceptual system of health care
based on the doctrines of the Five Phases and yinyang. As the classic of the medicine of systematic
correspondence, the Nan-ching covers all aspects of theoretical and practical health care within these
doctrines in an unusually systematic fashion. Most important is its innovative discussion of pulse diagnosis
and needle treatment.
 
Unschuld combines the translation of the text of the Nan-ching with selected commentaries by twenty
Chinese and Japanese authors from the past seventeen centuries. These commentaries provide insights into
the processes of reception and transmission of ancient Chinese concepts from the Han era to the present time,
and shed light on the issue of progress in Chinese medicine. Central to the book, and contributing to a
completely new understanding of traditional Chinese medical thought, is the identification of a “patterned
knowledge” that characterizes—in contrast to the monoparadigmatic tendencies in Western science and
medicine—the literature and practice of traditional Chinese health care.
 
Unschuld’s translation of the Nan-ching is an accomplishment of monumental proportions. Anthropologists,
historians, and sociologists as well as general readers interested in traditional Chinese medicine—but who
lack Chinese language abilities—will at last have access to ancient Chinese concepts of health care and
therapy. Filling an enormous gap in the literature, Nan-ching—The Classic of Difficult Issues is the kind of
landmark work that will shape the study of Chinese medicine for years to come.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alison McGowan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and important the book Nan-ching?The Classic of Difficult Issues
(Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical Care). All type of book is it possible to see on many
resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

James Oliver:

This Nan-ching?The Classic of Difficult Issues (Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical Care)
tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Nan-ching?The Classic of Difficult Issues (Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical Care) can
be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
a person with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Nan-
ching?The Classic of Difficult Issues (Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical Care) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jennifer Joseph:

The book Nan-ching?The Classic of Difficult Issues (Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical
Care) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Nan-ching?The
Classic of Difficult Issues (Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical Care) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.



Donna Hufnagel:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Nan-ching?The Classic of Difficult
Issues (Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical Care) or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Nan-ching?The Classic
of Difficult Issues (Comparative Studies of Health Systems and Medical Care) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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