
The Maldives: Islamic Republic, Tropical
Autocracy

By J.J. Robinson

The Maldives: Islamic Republic, Tropical Autocracy By J.J. Robinson

The Maldives is a small and beautiful archipelago south of India, more renowned
for luxury resorts than experiments in democracy. It is a country of
contradictions, where tourists sip cocktails on the beach while on nearby islands
local women are flogged for extramarital sex and blackmarket vodka costs $140
a bottle.

Until 2008 the Maldives also hosted Asia's longest-serving dictator, Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom. A former political prisoner, Mohamed Nasheed, an
environmental activist, journalist, and politician, brought Gayoom's thirty-year
autocracy to a sudden end, in the Maldives' first democratic elections.
Young, progressive and charismatic, President Nasheed thrust the Maldives into
the spotlight as a symbol of the fight against climate change and the struggle for
democracy and human rights in one of the world's strictest Islamic societies.

But dictatorships are hard to defeat, enduring in a country's institutions and the
minds of people conditioned to autocracy over three decades. Democracy
brought turmoil, protests, violence and intense political polarization. The ousted
dictatorship overthrew Nasheed's government in February 2012, supported by
Islamic radicals and mutinying security forces. Amid Byzantine intrigue, the
fight for democracy was just beginning.
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The Maldives is a small and beautiful archipelago south of India, more renowned for luxury resorts than
experiments in democracy. It is a country of contradictions, where tourists sip cocktails on the beach while
on nearby islands local women are flogged for extramarital sex and blackmarket vodka costs $140 a bottle.

Until 2008 the Maldives also hosted Asia's longest-serving dictator, Maumoon Abdul Gayoom. A former
political prisoner, Mohamed Nasheed, an environmental activist, journalist, and politician, brought Gayoom's
thirty-year autocracy to a sudden end, in the Maldives' first democratic elections.
Young, progressive and charismatic, President Nasheed thrust the Maldives into the spotlight as a symbol of
the fight against climate change and the struggle for democracy and human rights in one of the world's
strictest Islamic societies.

But dictatorships are hard to defeat, enduring in a country's institutions and the minds of people conditioned
to autocracy over three decades. Democracy brought turmoil, protests, violence and intense political
polarization. The ousted dictatorship overthrew Nasheed's government in February 2012, supported by
Islamic radicals and mutinying security forces. Amid Byzantine intrigue, the fight for democracy was just
beginning.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Too little attention has been paid to the Maldives as a country, rather than a luxury resort. As J.J. Robinson
notes in this comprehensive, perceptive and readable account of it's recent politics, the island nation has been
a bellwether of change, good and bad, across much of the Islamic World. Anyone interested in south Asia,
and the tensions in many other Muslim countries, should read this excellent book." -- Jason Burke, South
Asia correspondent for The Guardian, and author of The New Threat From Islamic Militancy

"A compelling and frightening account of a young democracy betrayed by corruption and Islamic extremism
-- the Maldives may be a small country, but JJ Robinson's book has lessons that need to be learned
worldwide." -- Mark Lynas, climate advisor to former President Nasheed

"JJ Robinson has produced the definitive book on a country few outsiders come to grips with. It is lucid, free
of spin, very humorous, yet also chilling. Robinson lays bare the dark side of the Maldives -- public
floggings, violent nationalism, sexual hypocrisy, the shameless use of Islam for political ends and a
politically manipulated judiciary. And his outlook is bleak: he believes the future of electoral democracy is
dead and misses his young colleague, abducted and still missing. Yet he also shows affection for the country
and his Maldivian friends and admiration for some heroic figures who show that there can be a better way." -
- Charles Haviland, former BBC correspondent for Sri Lanka and the Maldives

"An excellent, highly readable and deeply revealing account of the struggle against tyranny in the Maldives.
JJ Robinson's honest and good humoured portrayal of the Maldivians' push for democracy reads beautifully
as a travel book -- a must to read for any visitor." -- Abbas Faiz, Amnesty International

About the Author

J. J. Robinson was formerly editor of the Maldives' only independent English news service, Minivan News.
He is a Fulbright scholar and graduate of the Columbia School of Journalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people



have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Maldives: Islamic Republic,
Tropical Autocracy book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Larry Parrish:

The e-book with title The Maldives: Islamic Republic, Tropical Autocracy posesses a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Elnora Perry:

Typically the book The Maldives: Islamic Republic, Tropical Autocracy has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after looking over this book.

Henry Brown:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. The Maldives: Islamic Republic, Tropical Autocracy can be your answer given it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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