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A Newbery Medal Winner

All summer Sara Godfrey has fretted over herself, her impossible body, her
terrible new haircut. One moment she's elated, the next, she'sin tears. And she
can't figure out why. Maybe her wildly changing moods are tied to the sudden
and unaccountable appearance of the swans, which hold the rapt attention of
Charlie, Sara's mentally handicapped brother, who she loves far more than
herself these days. In fact, it will be the sudden disappearance of Charlie that will
compel Sarato abandon her own small, annoying miseries, and lose herself in
searching for him. In her anguish, Saraturns to Joe Melby, whom she has long
despised, and together they search through the dense woods and rough fields to
find him. Sara knows that she will never be the same again.

" A compelling story." —Publishers Weekly
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Editorial Review

Review
"A compelling story of the longest day in afourteen-year-old's life."

A compelling story of the longest day in afourteen-year-oldas life. (" Publishers Weekly™)

About the Author

Betsy Byars began her writing career rather latein life. "In al of my school years, . . . not one single teacher
ever said to me, 'Perhaps you should consider becoming awriter,” Byarsrecalls. "Anyway, | didn't want to
be awriter. Writing seemed boring. You sat in aroom all day by yourself and typed. If | was going to be a
writer at all, | was going to be aforeign correspondent like Claudette Colbert in Arise My L ove. | would
wear smashing hats, wisecrack with the guys, and have a byline known round the world. My father wanted
me to be a mathematician." So Byars set out to become mathematician, but when she couldn't grasp calculus
in college, she turned to English. Even then, writing was not on her immediate horizon.

First, she married and started afamily. The writing career didn't emerge until she was 28, a mother of two
children, and living in asmall place she called the barracks apartment, in Urbana, Illinois. She and her
husband, Ed, had moved there in 1956 so he could attend graduate school at the University of Illinois. She
was bored, had no friends, and so turned to writing to fill her time. Byars started writing articles for The
Saturday Evening Post, Look,and other magazines. As her family grew and her children started to read, she
began to write books for young people and, fortunately for her readers, discovered that there was more to
being awriter than sitting in front of a typewriter.

"Making up stories and charactersis so interesting that I'm never bored. Each book has been a different
writing experience. It takes me about a year to write abook, but | spend another year thinking about it,
polishing it, and making improvements. | always put something of myself intomy books -- something that
happened to me. Once awanderer came by my house and showed me how to brush my teeth with a cherry
twig; that went in The House of Wingscopyright © 2000 by Penguin Putnam Books for Young Readers. All
rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
CurtisLocke:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Summer of the Swans. Try to stumble through book The Summer
of the Swans as your buddy. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.



Clair Lemanski:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
whileisreading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Summer of the Swans
book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

William Nelson:

The actual book The Summer of the Swans will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author styleto clarify the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to
you. The book The Summer of the Swans is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

ChrisHolmes:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Summer of the Swans why because the excellent cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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