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A Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe offers a systematic overview on
major aspects of social life, including population, family and households, social
inequalities and mobility, the welfare state, work, consumption and leisure, social
cleavages in politics, urbanization as well as education, religion and culture. It
also addresses major debates and diverging interpretations of historical and social
research regarding the history of European societies in the past one hundred
years.

Organized in ten thematic chapters, this book takes an interdisciplinary approach,
making use of the methods and results of not only history, but also sociology,
demography, economics and political science. Béla Tomka presents both the
diversity and the commonalities of European societies looking not just to
Western European countries, but Eastern, Central and Southern European
countries as well. A perfect introduction for all students of European history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Over the years I have seen many studies on the social history of twentieth-century Europe, but this
one clearly stands out. Béla Tomka’s is, to my knowledge, the first serious attempt to fully integrate all
the continent’s regions, while strongly relying on comparisons. This sophisticated and multifaceted
synthesis is a magnum opus which deserves a very wide readership." - Marcel van der Linden,
International Institute of Social History, The Netherlands

"Béla Tomka has produced a very convincing and impressive social historical synthesis of Europe
between World War I and the present. Eastern Europe is not a mere appendix to a basically West
European story, but gets its fair share of attention and erudition. The book is written in a highly
reflective spirit with much sense for comparative approaches. On the basis of an excellent knowledge
of the research literature in several languages, it offers a very readable and fully reliable introduction
into the major fields of present-day social history. At the same time it relates to fundamental questions
of European modernity, conflicts and identity, in an original way."  - Jürgen Kocka,
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung, Germany

"Tomka is excellent when he considers the theoretical approaches that past scholars have brought to
bear. After finishing this book, readers are left with a clear sense of how European society has
changed, whether one considers the institutions of Europe or the outlook of its inhabitants.
Nationalism and religion have, to a very considerable degree, lost their place, but the future is
uncertain as Europe faces issues involving the environment, unemployment, and the place of
immigrants in countries that were hitherto homogeneous. Summing Up: Highly recommended." - S.
Bailey, emeritus, Knox College, CHOICE

A Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe is a CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title of 2013.

“…Tomka’s is a very useful book because it provides intelligent and up-dated coverage of extremely
important topics. It should be within arms-reach of anyone putting lectures together on Europe’s
twentieth century.” -Nicholas Doumanis, University of New South Wales, Australia

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This A Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding A Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Karen Martinez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The A Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe is kind of
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Tammy Schuler:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled A
Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
prior to. The A Social History of Twentieth-Century Europe giving you one more experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Betty Callahan:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Social History of Twentieth-Century
Europe can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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