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In February 1999 the tragic New York City police shooting of Amadou Diallo, an
unarmed street vendor from Guinea, brought into focus the existence of West
African merchants in urban America. In Money Has No Smell, Paul Stoller offers
us a more complete portrait of the complex lives of West African immigrants like
Diallo, a portrait based on years of research Stoller conducted on the streets of
New York City during the 1990s.

Blending fascinating ethnographic description with incisive social analysis,
Stoller shows how these savvy West African entrepreneurs have built cohesive
and effective multinational trading networks, in part through selling a simulated
Africa to African Americans. These and other networks set up by the traders,
along with their faith as devout Muslims, help them cope with the formidable
state regulations and personal challenges they face in America. As Stoller
demonstrates, the stories of these West African traders illustrate and illuminate
ongoing debates about globalization, the informal economy, and the changing
nature of American communities.
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In February 1999 the tragic New York City police shooting of Amadou Diallo, an unarmed street vendor
from Guinea, brought into focus the existence of West African merchants in urban America. In Money Has
No Smell, Paul Stoller offers us a more complete portrait of the complex lives of West African immigrants
like Diallo, a portrait based on years of research Stoller conducted on the streets of New York City during
the 1990s.

Blending fascinating ethnographic description with incisive social analysis, Stoller shows how these savvy
West African entrepreneurs have built cohesive and effective multinational trading networks, in part through
selling a simulated Africa to African Americans. These and other networks set up by the traders, along with
their faith as devout Muslims, help them cope with the formidable state regulations and personal challenges
they face in America. As Stoller demonstrates, the stories of these West African traders illustrate and
illuminate ongoing debates about globalization, the informal economy, and the changing nature of American
communities.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This urban ethnography explores the informal multinational and multiethnic economy of West African street
vendors in New York City. The title refers to the vendors' business philosophy that religious, political, or
ethnic differences should not interfere with their goal of making a profit, necessary not only to support
themselves but also their African families. Anthropologist Stoller provides the cultural and historical context
needed to understand how West African trading practices and Islamic traditions are incorporated into the
challenges of the New York City environment. His narrative style nicely interweaves individual stories with
theory about the social, political, and economic adaptations of immigrant communities and demonstrates the
impact of globalization on all types of economies formal and informal, large and small. Additionally, this
ethnography is a fine example of how traditional anthropological fieldwork fits into a complex urban setting.
Prolific author Stoller (e.g., Jaguar: A Story of Africans in America) has worked with the Songay-speaking
peoples of Niger for three decades, and the depth of his experience is evident here. Highly recommended for
all academic collections.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Through this extraordinary study, Stoller succeeds in showing us how globalization is changing today's
urban worlds. To do this he has to negotiate multiple levels of analysis, from the ethnographic detail of a
vendor's sidewalk spot to that of the trading networks that connect across the Atlantic. This is a major
contribution to the scholarship on immigration, the informal economy, and global cities." - Saskia Sassen,
author of Guests and Aliens

From the Inside Flap

In February 1999 the tragic New York City police shooting of Amadou Diallo, an unarmed street vendor
from Guinea, brought into focus the existence of West African merchants in urban America. In Money Has
No Smell, Paul Stoller offers us a more complete portrait of the complex lives of West African immigrants
like Diallo, a portrait based on years of research Stoller conducted on the streets of New York City during
the 1990s. As Stoller demonstrates, the stories of these West African traders illustrate and illuminate ongoing
debates about globalization, the informal economy, and the changing nature of American communities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

The ability that you get from Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City is a more deep
you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of
Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City instantly.



Thomas Stewart:

Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Luke Palmieri:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Money Has No Smell: The
Africanization of New York City book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City as good book not only by the cover
but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Margo Soares:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City can
make you sense more interested to read.
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