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“Both a serious work of history . . . and a marvelously readable dramatic
narrative.”—San Francisco Chronicle

On the first Sunday in December 1941, an armada of Japanese warplanes
appeared suddenly over Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and devastated the U.S. Pacific
Fleet. Six months later, in a sea fight north of the tiny atoll of Midway, four
Japanese aircraft carriers were sent into the abyss, a blow that destroyed the
offensive power of their fleet. Pacific Crucible tells the epic tale of these first
searing months of the Pacific war, when the U.S. Navy shook off the worst defeat
in American military history and seized the strategic initiative.

This dramatic narrative, relying predominantly on eyewitness accounts and
primary sources, is laced with riveting details of heroism and sacrifice on the
stricken ships and planes of both navies. At the war’s outset, Japan’s pilots and
planes enjoyed a clear-cut superiority to their American counterparts, but there
was a price to be paid. Japanese pilots endured a lengthy and grueling training in
which they were disciplined with baseball bats, often suffering broken bones; and
the production line of the Zero— Japan’s superbly maneuverable fighter
plane—ended not at a highway or railhead but at a rice paddy, through which the
planes were then hauled on ox carts. Combat losses, of either pilots or planes,
could not be replaced in time to match the fully mobilized American war
machine.

Pacific Crucible also spotlights recent scholarship that revises our understanding
of the conflict, including the Japanese decision to provoke a war that few in their
highest circles thought they could win. Those doubters included the flamboyantly
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brilliant Admiral Isokoru Yamamoto, architect of the raid on Pearl and the
Midway offensive.

Once again, Ian W. Toll proves himself to be a simply magnificent writer. The
result here is a page-turning history that does justice to the breadth and depth of a
tremendous subject.
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“Both a serious work of history . . . and a marvelously readable dramatic narrative.”—San Francisco
Chronicle

On the first Sunday in December 1941, an armada of Japanese warplanes appeared suddenly over Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, and devastated the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Six months later, in a sea fight north of the tiny atoll
of Midway, four Japanese aircraft carriers were sent into the abyss, a blow that destroyed the offensive
power of their fleet. Pacific Crucible tells the epic tale of these first searing months of the Pacific war, when
the U.S. Navy shook off the worst defeat in American military history and seized the strategic initiative.

This dramatic narrative, relying predominantly on eyewitness accounts and primary sources, is laced with
riveting details of heroism and sacrifice on the stricken ships and planes of both navies. At the war’s outset,
Japan’s pilots and planes enjoyed a clear-cut superiority to their American counterparts, but there was a price
to be paid. Japanese pilots endured a lengthy and grueling training in which they were disciplined with
baseball bats, often suffering broken bones; and the production line of the Zero— Japan’s superbly
maneuverable fighter plane—ended not at a highway or railhead but at a rice paddy, through which the
planes were then hauled on ox carts. Combat losses, of either pilots or planes, could not be replaced in time
to match the fully mobilized American war machine.

Pacific Crucible also spotlights recent scholarship that revises our understanding of the conflict, including
the Japanese decision to provoke a war that few in their highest circles thought they could win. Those
doubters included the flamboyantly brilliant Admiral Isokoru Yamamoto, architect of the raid on Pearl and
the Midway offensive.

Once again, Ian W. Toll proves himself to be a simply magnificent writer. The result here is a page-turning
history that does justice to the breadth and depth of a tremendous subject.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An entertaining, impressively researched chronicle of the tense period between the bombing of Pearl Harbor
and American victory at the battle of Midway.” (Kirkus)

“The research is thorough, the writing clear, and the narrative flow exemplary...it is difficult to think of a
recent book on this subject that is of such consistently outstanding value.” (Booklist)

“Well documented?albeit from previously published materials?and well written. Experienced World War II
history buffs may bypass if they feel no need to read another retelling of this phase of the Pacific War, but
nonspecialists and general readers will want to consider it.” (LibraryJournal.com)

About the Author
Ian W. Toll is the author of Pacific Crucible and Six Frigates, winner of the Samuel Eliot Morison Award
and the William E. Colby Award. He lives in San Francisco and New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the
Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941–1942. All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Augusta Wilson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in
the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941–1942 book as nice and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Suzanne Palmer:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of



information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941–1942.

Arthur Fabry:

This Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941–1942 is great
publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word
or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the
Pacific, 1941–1942 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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