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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition
to describe them or the role they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches
suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter interests and loyalties.
"Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize,
democratize, or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing
notions of democratic politics, such approaches are also silent on the role of the
state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas, Hezbollah, and the
African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and
social movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists
and other observers have imagined the relationship between parties and society.
He introduces and critiques the full range of approaches, using enlivening
comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key
thinking in the field, placing it in historical and contemporary context. The
resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political science, social
psychology, and related fields.
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Political parties are central to democratic life, yet there is no standard definition to describe them or the role
they occupy. "Voter-centered" theoretical approaches suggest that parties are the mere recipients of voter
interests and loyalties. "Party-centered" approaches, by contrast, envision parties that polarize, democratize,
or dominate society. In addition to offering isolated and competing notions of democratic politics, such
approaches are also silent on the role of the state and are unable to account for organizations like Hamas,
Hezbollah, and the African National Congress, which exhibit characteristics of parties, states, and social
movements simultaneously.

In this timely book, Cedric de Leon examines the ways in which social scientists and other observers have
imagined the relationship between parties and society. He introduces and critiques the full range of
approaches, using enlivening comparative examples from across the globe. Cutting through a vast body of
research, de Leon offers a succinct and lively analysis that outlines the key thinking in the field, placing it in
historical and contemporary context. The resulting book will appeal to students of sociology, political
science, social psychology, and related fields.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This creative, well-organized, and well-written book is going to make important contributions to not only
the analysis of parties but to the social sciences in general. Party & Society blends in-depth coverage of the
field, criticism, and original argumentation. Students and experts fortunate enough to read this book will get
a fuller sense of party politics than they ever had before."
Cihan Tuðal, University of California, Berkeley

"Party & Society is a map and a brief. It offers a much-needed guide to the plethora of classical and
contemporary perspectives on political parties in both sociology and political science. But it also adds up to
an important argument: if sociologically minded students of parties wish to present a robust alternative to
'voter-centered approaches' in accounting for the observable complexities of political life, they would do well
to take seriously the idea that parties are by turns cause and consequence of states and societies. This book
should be required reading for all political sociologists."
Anthony S. Chen, Northwestern University

About the Author
Cedric de Leon is Associate Professor of sociology at Providence College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Vera:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Party and Society will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Beth Kelly:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Party and Society book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Richard King:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Party and Society that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are
able to pick Party and Society become your starter.

Donald Thomas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Party and Society.
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