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High notes, high drama, and high jinks collide as elite collegiate a cappella
groups compete to bethe best in the nation

Journalist Mickey Rapkin follows a season in collegiate a cappella, covering the
breathtaking displays of vocal talent, the groupies (yes, a cappella singers have
groupies), the rock-star partying (and run-ins with the law), and al the bitter
rivalries. Along the way are encounters with a cappella alums like John Legend
and Diane Sawyer and fans from Prince to presidents.

Bringing alively new twist to America's fascination with talent showdowns,
Pitch Perfect is sure to strike a chord with readers.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

According to GQ senior editor Rapkin, today's lively collegiate a cappella groups boast hip-hop repertory,
professional vocal arrangements, competitions at Lincoln Center and aworld shrunk by the Internet. During
the 2006—-2007 college season, Rapkin, an alum of a Cornell al-male singing club, followed three a cappella
powerhouses: Divisi, an all-girl group from the University of Oregon, the testosterone-driven Hullabahoos of
the University of Virginia, and Beelzebubs, from Tufts. Each is a collective with a score to settle, atradition
to honor. Robbed of a championship in 2005, Divisi wants payback; the Hullabahoos want respect without
forfeiting their frat-boy charm; and the controversial Bubs want to hone their edge. Throughout, Rapkin
engages with celebrity trivia (Heroes Masi Oka sang a cappella at Brown) and music criticism. He profiles
the cottage recording industry built from college a cappella. Most notably, he riffs through signature events
and crisis moments with a snarky humor (onstage Divisi 1ooks like the women in that Robert Palmer video)
that turns each chapter into a picaresque progression toward graduation. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Designating unaccompanied singing, a cappellaliterally means “like the chapel,” appropriately since the
form, Rapkin says, began with Gregorian chant. In the prologue, Rapkin cheerfully clambers through a
cappella sroots and varied branches, from shape-note singing and call-and-response singing to barbershop
and the folk-pop hit “The Lion Slegps Tonight” and gospel classics by the Soul Stirrers with Sam Cooke. Y et
a cappella has come fully to life on college campuses. While the phenomenon’s “ gold standard” remains the
Whiffenpoofs, founded in 1909 at Y ale, there are now more than 1,200 collegiate a cappella groupsin the
U.S. A cappellaisthe opposite of cool, Rapkin concedes, yet such now-famous folk as Diane Sawyer, Art
Garfunkel, and Osama bin Laden (!) once sang in a cappella groups. The bulk of the book examines three
current groups—the University of Oregon’s all-female Divisi, the Tufts Beelzebubs of Tufts University, and
the University of Virginia s Hullabahoos—as they compete against one another in a scenario that makes
American Idol look rather tame. A fascinating, behind-the-scenes ook at an underappreciated musical
subculture. --June Sawyers

Review
"Finally, ajournalist with the courage to investigate the cutthroat world of college acappella. . . .Rapkin has

the perfectly bemused and giddy tone to tell these stories with the reverence they deserve.”
-New York Post

"Rapkin's book reveals aworld with as much discord as harmony."
-Newsweek

"Look out, barbershop quartets. Mickey Rapkin uncovers the dirty truth behind collegiate a cappella groups.”
-Marie Claire

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

James Vazquez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it meansthat e-
book has different type. Some peopletruly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Pitch Perfect: The Quest for Collegiate A Cappella Glory.

Pamela Edmonds:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Pitch Perfect: The Quest for Collegiate A Cappella Glory, it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
ae-book.

Mark Hernandez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you can
read abook. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent al day
every day to reading areserve. The book Pitch Perfect: The Quest for Collegiate A Cappella Glory it isvery
good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can
mOore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Lillian Vaughn:

As acollege student exactly fedl bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at thistime there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book isvery
important to suit your needs. Aswe know that on this era, many waysto get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Pitch Perfect: The Quest for Collegiate A
Cappella Glory can make you feel more interested to read.
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