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Sociology of Sport and Social Theory presents current research perspectives from
major sport scholars and leading sociologists regarding issues germane to the
sociology of sport. Each chapter of this resource explains historical and
contemporary social theories and applies these theories to current topics in sport,
such as performance-enhancing drugs, gender, race and identity issues, and the
role of religion in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory introduces readers to the historical and
theoretical underpinnings of social theory, how sport studies have incorporated or
diverged from these theories, and how the application of various sociological
lenses to sport contexts may converge for future research. Merging the fields of
sport studies and sociology, the text provides readers with

• a fresh view on how prominent social issues may be applied to exciting issues
in sport;

• an opportunity to analyze engaging topics in sport, including Tiger Woods’
dominance, the costs of building stadiums, and NCAA institutional logic; and

• an accessible presentation of seemingly complex theories from scholars with
backgrounds in sociology and sport studies.

Structured in four parts, this text expands discussion beyond theoretical
paradigms typically employed by sport sociologists to consider traditional
theories (conflict theory and structural functionalism) and contemporary
sociological theories (feminist theory, social capital theory, and relational theory)
and their application in sport contexts. Each chapter begins with a theory
overview and concludes with suggestions for future research and an annotated
list of additional resources.

In part I of the text, readers will encounter a Weberian analysis of sport, learn
how Mills’ theory of the sociological imagination provides a lens through which
an athlete-author can analyze athletic events, and read a discussion of Elias’
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figurational theory as applied to issues of hooliganism in soccer. Mid-level
sociological theories, which provide a moderate convergence of theory and
empirical research, are the focus in part II of the text. Chapters in part III address
sport-related issues of gender, race, ethnicity, and social class using the
contemporary sociological views of feminist theory, social reproduction theory,
hegemonic masculinity theory, and structuration theory. Part IV considers issues
of power, personality, citizenship, and dominance in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory addresses a range of topics at the forefront
of both scholarly and public discourse and provides readers the opportunity to
consider these issues in light of traditional and contemporary sociological
theories. With its broad range of perspectives and analyses, Sociology of Sport
and Social Theory illustrates for students, sport scholars, and social scientists
how sociological theory can provide a suitable framework for understanding
patterns that exist in the world of sport.



Sociology of Sport and Social Theory presents current research perspectives from major sport scholars and
leading sociologists regarding issues germane to the sociology of sport. Each chapter of this resource
explains historical and contemporary social theories and applies these theories to current topics in sport, such
as performance-enhancing drugs, gender, race and identity issues, and the role of religion in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory introduces readers to the historical and theoretical underpinnings of
social theory, how sport studies have incorporated or diverged from these theories, and how the application
of various sociological lenses to sport contexts may converge for future research. Merging the fields of sport
studies and sociology, the text provides readers with

• a fresh view on how prominent social issues may be applied to exciting issues in sport;

• an opportunity to analyze engaging topics in sport, including Tiger Woods’ dominance, the costs of
building stadiums, and NCAA institutional logic; and

• an accessible presentation of seemingly complex theories from scholars with backgrounds in sociology and
sport studies.

Structured in four parts, this text expands discussion beyond theoretical paradigms typically employed by
sport sociologists to consider traditional theories (conflict theory and structural functionalism) and
contemporary sociological theories (feminist theory, social capital theory, and relational theory) and their
application in sport contexts. Each chapter begins with a theory overview and concludes with suggestions for
future research and an annotated list of additional resources.

In part I of the text, readers will encounter a Weberian analysis of sport, learn how Mills’ theory of the
sociological imagination provides a lens through which an athlete-author can analyze athletic events, and
read a discussion of Elias’ figurational theory as applied to issues of hooliganism in soccer. Mid-level
sociological theories, which provide a moderate convergence of theory and empirical research, are the focus
in part II of the text. Chapters in part III address sport-related issues of gender, race, ethnicity, and social
class using the contemporary sociological views of feminist theory, social reproduction theory, hegemonic
masculinity theory, and structuration theory. Part IV considers issues of power, personality, citizenship, and
dominance in sport.

Sociology of Sport and Social Theory addresses a range of topics at the forefront of both scholarly and public
discourse and provides readers the opportunity to consider these issues in light of traditional and
contemporary sociological theories. With its broad range of perspectives and analyses, Sociology of Sport
and Social Theory illustrates for students, sport scholars, and social scientists how sociological theory can
provide a suitable framework for understanding patterns that exist in the world of sport.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Douglas:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Sociology of Sport and
Social Theory is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Gabriel Harris:

The particular book Sociology of Sport and Social Theory has a lot of information on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after perusing this book.

Daniel Bailey:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sociology of Sport and Social Theory, you are able
to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Wayne Kong:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Sociology of
Sport and Social Theory provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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