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Colombian-born Fernando Botero (b. 1932) is a painter, sculptor, and draftsman
renowned for his extravagantly rounded figures combining the polish and excess
of Spanish colonial baroque with the social realism of the Mexican muralists.
Their humorous exaggeration belies the more serious content of Botero’s
work—commentary on colonialism, political instability in Latin America, and
the vernacular artistic traditions of the region, as well as European art history. 

Accompanying the artist’s first American retrospective in over thirty years, The
Baroque World of Fernando Botero is the most extensive study of his life and
work to date. Drawn exclusively from Botero’s private collection, the 100 works
featured in this book, including previously unpublished paintings and drawings,
represent the full scope of his oeuvre from a uniquely personal perspective. Many
of these—portraits of friends and family members and remembered
scenes—have remained in the artist’s possession since their creation, while
others he has bought back over the years as markers of significant developments
in his career. Three essays examine the artist’s creative life, from the aesthetic
environment in which Botero developed his unique style to his catalyzing
influence on the Colombian art world of the 1960s and 70s.
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Colombian-born Fernando Botero (b. 1932) is a painter, sculptor, and draftsman renowned for his
extravagantly rounded figures combining the polish and excess of Spanish colonial baroque with the social
realism of the Mexican muralists. Their humorous exaggeration belies the more serious content of Botero’s
work—commentary on colonialism, political instability in Latin America, and the vernacular artistic
traditions of the region, as well as European art history. 

Accompanying the artist’s first American retrospective in over thirty years, The Baroque World of Fernando
Botero is the most extensive study of his life and work to date. Drawn exclusively from Botero’s private
collection, the 100 works featured in this book, including previously unpublished paintings and drawings,
represent the full scope of his oeuvre from a uniquely personal perspective. Many of these—portraits of
friends and family members and remembered scenes—have remained in the artist’s possession since their
creation, while others he has bought back over the years as markers of significant developments in his career.
Three essays examine the artist’s creative life, from the aesthetic environment in which Botero developed his
unique style to his catalyzing influence on the Colombian art world of the 1960s and 70s.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Botero's oversized figures are instantly recognizable, his opulent paintings and sculptures
loved the world over, yet there have been few books about his work and very little incisive criticism. Now,
as museums across the country prepare for the first traveling Botero retrospective in three decades, this
beautifully produced, in-depth overview of Botero's life and oeuvre provides a much-needed key to his
uniquely baroque sensibility, technical virtuosity, and profound humanitarian concerns. Born in 1932 in
Medellin, Colombia, Botero apprenticed himself to the great European tradition while remaining spiritually
rooted in his war-torn homeland. In one of many striking observations, Sillevis aligns Botero's baroque
fullness of form with the magic realism of Colombian writer Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Studies in beauty and
terror, Botero's monumental figures can be sensual, and many are large with pain and sorrow. Like Goya,
Botero often depicts violence, but no works attain the moral weight of his Abu Ghraib series. Some examples
of these overwhelming paintings are included here, and all 50 shocking and resounding images are found in
I^ Botero: Abu Ghraib (Prestel, 2006). As Botero has said, "Art continues a common remembrance or
testimony [or leaves] a permanent accusation." Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

John Sillevis is chief curator of the Gemeentemuseum, The Hague. David Elliott is director of the Mori Art
Museum, Tokyo. Edward J. Sullivan is professor of fine arts and dean of humanities at New York
University and author of the forthcoming Language of Objects in the Art of the Americas (Yale).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelina Soria:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Baroque World
of Fernando Botero? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Patricia Henderson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Baroque World of Fernando Botero
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Caleb Jones:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Baroque World of Fernando
Botero, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Daryl Pena:

This The Baroque World of Fernando Botero is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Baroque World of Fernando Botero
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.
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