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A universally recognized icon, the Statue of Liberty is perhaps the most beloved
of all American symbols. Y et no oneliving in 1885, when the crated monument
arrived in New Y ork Harbor, could have foreseen the central place the Statue of
Liberty would come to occupy in the American imagination. With the particular
insights of a cultural historian and scholar of French history, Edward Berenson
tells the little-known stories of the statue’ simprobable beginnings, transatlantic
connections, and the changing meanings it has held for each successive American
generation.

Berenson begins with the French intellectuals who decided for their own
domestic palitical reasonsto pay monumental tribute to American liberty.
Without any official backing, they designed the statue, announced the gift, and
determined where it should go. The initial American response, not surprisingly,
was less than enthusiastic, and the project had to overcome countless difficulties
before the statue was at last unveiled to the public in New Y ork Harbor in 1886.
The trials of itsinception and construction, however, are only half of the story.
Berenson shows that the statue’ s symbolically indistinct, neoclassical form has
allowed Americans to interpret its meaning in diverse ways: as representing the
emancipation of the slaves, Tocqueville'sidea of orderly liberty, opportunity for
"huddled masses," and, in the years since 9/11, the freedom and resilience of
New York City and the United States in the face of terror.
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A universally recognized icon, the Statue of Liberty is perhaps the most beloved of all American symbols.

Y et no one living in 1885, when the crated monument arrived in New Y ork Harbor, could have foreseen the
central place the Statue of Liberty would come to occupy in the American imagination. With the particular
insights of a cultural historian and scholar of French history, Edward Berenson tells the little-known stories
of the statue’ s improbable beginnings, transatlantic connections, and the changing meanings it has held for
each successive American generation.

Berenson begins with the French intellectuals who decided for their own domestic political reasons to pay
monumental tribute to American liberty. Without any official backing, they designed the statue, announced
the gift, and determined where it should go. The initial American response, not surprisingly, was less than
enthusiastic, and the project had to overcome countless difficulties before the statue was at last unveiled to
the public in New Y ork Harbor in 1886. The trials of itsinception and construction, however, are only half
of the story. Berenson shows that the statue’ s symbolically indistinct, neoclassical form has allowed
Americansto interpret its meaning in diverse ways. as representing the emancipation of the slaves,
Tocqueville'sidea of orderly liberty, opportunity for "huddled masses," and, in the years since 9/11, the
freedom and resilience of New Y ork City and the United States in the face of terror.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Arriving shortly after the 125th anniversary of the Statue of Liberty’s dedication, Ed Berenson’s charming
and eminently readable book isitself a cause for celebration. Offering fascinating insights into the origins,
controversies, challenges, and achievements associated with this most familiar icon of the American dream
of freedom, The Satue of Liberty reminds us that while the journey towards freedom is rarely smooth, the
ever-evolving symbolic power of the Colossus of New Y ork Harbor endures, because the aspiration for
liberty is fundamental to our humanity. On 9/11, this 'mighty woman' stood as witness to devastation and
mass murder; standing tall and unharmed in the harbor overlooking the wounded skyline of this great city,
the statue originally envisioned as 'Liberty Enlightening the World' now takes on new meaning as a beacon
of resilience and renewal.”—Alice M. Greenwald, Director, National September 11 Memorial Museum
(Alice M. Greenwald)

“Who knew what a history lies behind the Statue of Liberty, winding through the American Civil War, the
Paris Commune, the determination of its creator Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi and the hucksterism of Joseph
Pulitzer? Edward Berenson re-creates the narrative with fascinating detail and persona warmth.”—Joyce
Appleby, author of The Relentless Revolution: A History of Capitalism

(Joyce Appleby)

“Edward Berenson’s The Statue of Liberty is cultural history at its finest. As Berenson shows with verve and
discernment, the Statue of Liberty isahighly contested memory site. Thus throughout its history, the statue
has functioned as a litmus test or projection screen for competing conceptions of American freedom. Artfully
constructed and gracefully written, Berenson’ s book is destined to become the standard work on Lady
Liberty’ slegacy.”—Richard Wolin, author of The Wind from the East: French Intellectuals, the Cultural
Revolution, and the Legacy of the 1960s (Richard Woalin)

“Thisis aremarkable book because so much of the story it tellsis unexpected. Everyone thinks they

know the Statue of Liberty, but they are wrong. Ed Berenson follows her surprising history from start to
finish in afast-paced and highly readable tale that never disappoints. The great colossus finds her placein
nineteenth-century artistic production and technology as well asin recent popular culture and politics. Rather
than ending with the statue’ s unveiling, Berenson follows the story right up to the present day, showing how
the Lady's meaning has changed from one generation to the next. At times humorous, at other moments
elegiac, The Satue of Liberty is utterly spellbinding and ajewel of microhistorical analysis.”—Ruth Harris,
author of Dreyfus. Emotion, Politics and the Scandal of the Century, winner of the Wolfson Prize (Ruth
Harris)

“This important work examines not only the evolution of the statue, but the ever-evolving American
relationship to freedom and immigration. Berenson here explores the wide range of perceptions that gave the
statue meaning and voice—from its very conception, through its contemporary status as a beloved (yet
fraught) American icon.”—Melissa J. Martens, Museum of Jewish Heritage

(Mélissa J. Martens)

"Thereis no better symbol to represent the long friendship between France and the United States than the



Statue of Liberty. Edward Berenson’ s fascinating new book brings to light the various meanings the Statue
has held since its creation more than 125 years ago."—Francois Delattre, Ambassador of France to the
United States

(Francois Delattre)

“Berenson’s contribution isin pointing out how this symbol has continued to engage Americans
imagination. . . . Readersinterested in the statue' s treatment in domestic popular culture will want to consult
Berenson.”—Frederick J. Augustyn Jr., Library of Congress

(Frederick J. Augustyn Jr. Library of Congress)

“Edward Berenson, a professor of history at New Y ork University, has written a highly readable history. . . .
His book is meticulously researched and crisply written.”— Larry Cox, Tucson Citizen
(Larry Cox Tucson Citizen)

“If you think you know all thereisto know about the Statue of Liberty, you’'ll be pleasantly surprised by
Edward Berenson’s The Satue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Sory.”—Sam Roberts, New York Times
(Sam Roberts New York Times)

An “endlessly fascinating read.”—Louisville Courier-Journal
(Louisville Courier-Journal)

Selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic 2012 Title for subcategory North Americawithin the Social and
Behavioral Sciences category.
(Outstanding Academic Title Choice 2013-05-22)

About the Author

Edward Berenson is professor of history, director of the Institute of French Studies, and director of the
Center for International Research in Humanities and Socia Sciences, New Y ork University. His previous
books include Heroes of Empire: Five Charismatic Men and the Conquest of Africa. He livesin Irvington,
NY.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Henry Robinson:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several waysto share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining abook especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this The Statue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Story (Icons of America), you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.



Ruby Freeman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Statue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Story (Icons of
America) why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Barbara Simon:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at thistime there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Statue of Liberty: A Transatlantic Story (Icons of America) can make
you experience more interested to read.

Jacqueline Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Statue of Liberty: A
Transatlantic Story (Icons of America).
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