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This engaging book, written with the help of extensive scholarship and leading
scholars, introduces learners to twenty-four different theorists and compares and
contrasts their theories on how we develop as individuals.  Emphasizing the
theories that follow and build upon the developmental tradition established by
Rousseau, this text also covers theories in the environmental/learning tradition. 
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

From Locke and Rousseau to Piaget and Bandura, scholars have advanced our understanding of
psychological development. In this lively and readable book, Crain introduces the concepts of a number of
outstanding theorists, giving special attention to the practical applications of their thought.

This Fifth Edition features new discussions of:

Piaget and his critics●

Freud's mechanisms of defense●

Werner and today's push for early literacy instruction●

Schachtel's views on why adults forget early childhood experiences●

The standards movement that dominates contemporary education●

About the Author

William Crain is professor of psychology at the City College of New York and is the editor of the journal,
Encounter: Education for Meaning and Social Justice. He and his wife Ellen F. Crain, a pediatrician, have
three grown children.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

This fifth edition of Theories of Development is basically similar to the earlier editions. Its purpose, once
again, is to introduce students to a variety of theorists, giving special attention to those who have contributed
to that distinctly developmental perspective that began with Rousseau. The book focuses, that is, on writers
who help us understand how development might arise from our inner promptings and spontaneous interests
and how we might view the world differently at different stages of life.

This new edition updates several chapters. Most notably, it discusses recent critiques of Piaget's theory and
the growing research that bears on Schachtel's theory of early memories. The book also suggests how
Werner's holistic approach is becoming increasingly relevant, especially with respect to the current push for
early literacy instruction. Werner's approach cautions us against rushing in to teach reading and writing skills
at young ages. Instead, we should consider all the activities out of which literacy might more naturally
emerge.

In the prior edition, published in 2000, I added an epilogue on the standards and testing movement that was
sweeping the United States. I pointed out that this educational movement was focusing so exclusively on
adults' goals and expectations that it was robbing children of the chance to develop their special strengths at
their own stage of life. It would have been great if the standards movement had subsided since then. Instead,
it has become even more powerful, causing children even more harm, as described in the revised epilogue.

Over the years, many people have contributed to this book. I would like to give special thanks to my wife
Ellen. As always, she provided unwavering support and valuable insight. I also am deeply indebted to our
children. It was initially by watching them that I became so impressed by the growth process I decided to



write this book about it. Our children are grown now, but they continue to offer support and ideas that mean
a great deal to me.

This new edition has benefited from critical readings and suggestions by professors Laurie S. Hunter, Francis
Marion University; Coady Lapierre, Tarleton State University; Chadwick Royal, North Carolina Central
University; and Judith Torney-Purta, the University of Maryland. My brother Stephen Crain, professor of
linguistics at the University of Maryland, once again helped me write the chapter on Chomsky.

I am grateful, finally, to those who have given permission to quote from various sources: W. W. Norton &
Co., Inc., and The Hogarth Press Ltd. granted permission to quote from Erik H. Erikson's Childhood and
Society, 2nd ed., 1963; Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., and Bruno Bettelheim granted permission to quote
from his book, The Empty Fortress, copyright © 1967 by Bruno Bettelheim; Little, Brown, & Co. granted
permission to quote the first stanza of "Growth of Man like growth of Nature" from Poems by Emily
Dickinson, edited by Martha Dickinson Bianchi, © 1957 by Mary L. Hampson; and Family Circle Magazine
granted permission to quote from Louise B. Ames's "Don't push your preschooler," in the December 1971
issue, © 1971, The Family Circle, Inc., all rights reserved. Henry Holt and Company gave permission to
reproduce lines from my 2003 book, Reclaiming Childhood. Credit for the use of illustrations and other
material is given within the text.

William Crain

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Foland:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer
that question because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Theories of
Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) to read.

Katherine Clark:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th
Edition) (MySearchLab Series) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications
(5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab
Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



Lisa Martin:

This Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great manage
word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition)
(MySearchLab Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

April Harry:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Theories of Development: Concepts and
Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating
this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind
of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series).
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