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In Wasteland, Vittoria Di Palma takes on the “anti-picturesque,” offering an
account of landscapes that have traditionally drawn fear and contempt. Di Palma
argues that a convergence of beliefs, technologies, institutions, and individuals in
18th-century England resulted in the formulation of cultural attitudes that
continue to shape the ways we evaluate landscape today. Staking claims on the
aesthetics of disgust, she addresses how emotional response has been central to
the development of ideas about nature, beauty, and sublimity. With striking
illustrations reaching back to the 1600s—husbandry manuals, radical pamphlets,
gardening treatises, maps, and landscape paintings— Wasteland spans the fields
of landscape studies, art and architectural history, geography, history, and the
history of science and technology. In stirring prose, Di Palma tackles our
conceptions of such hostile territories as swamps, mountains, and forests, arguing
that they are united not by any essential physical characteristics but by the
aversive reactions they inspire.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Vittoria Di Palma has taken on the unconventional challenge of defining a subject that is ‘a foil to the
notion of an ideal landscape,’ and provides a valuable, original, and rigorous assessment of major themes in
landscape studies, with sound historical and intellectual reasoning.”—Therese O’Malley, Center for
Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, National Gallery of Art
(Therese O'Malley 2013-11-22)

“This is a wonderful book, a history of the senses, and sensibilities, that people have brought to landscape.
Vittoria di Palma writes with a terrific combination of critical intelligence and palpable delight in her
material.”— Jedediah Purdy, Duke University School of Law
(Jedediah Purdy 2014-01-06)

Winner of the 2015 J.B. Jackson Prize sponsored by the Foundation for Landscape Studies.
(J.B. Jackson Foundation for Landscape Studies 2015-01-29)

Won an Honorable Mention for the 2015 American Publishers Awards for Professional and Scholarly
Excellence (PROSE) in the Architecture and Urban Planning category.
(PROSE American Publishers Awards for Professional and Scholarly Excellence 2015-02-16)

Winner of the 2014-15 Louis Gottschalk Prize, given by the American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies.
(Louis Gottschalk Prize American society for eighteenth-century Studies 2015-03-27)

“Di Palma's work, which conjoins the resources of art history, landscape and garden studies, the history of
science, and more disciplines still, is a scholarly tour-de-force that synthesizes disparate studies of subjects
ranging from land enclosure to the sublime in order to shed new light on the prehistory of our current
ecological challenges…. Beautifully illustrated and evocatively written, Wasteland: A History is an original,
informative, and elegant piece of scholarship that develops strong and surprising connections between
aesthetic values and moral debates about land use. Ranging freely between numerous disciplines, Vittoria Di
Palma shows how the concept of the wasteland has long and diversely shaped what has now become, for
better and for worse, our industrial modernity.”—American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies
(American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies 2015-03-27)

Winner of the 2016 Elisabeth Blair MacDougall Award sponsored by the Society of Architectural
Historians.
(Elisabeth Blair MacDougall Award Society of Architectural Historians 2016-04-13)

"Every now and then, a gifted scholar produces a book that simultaneously reimagines some broad
dimension of everyday life in the early modern British world and situates the telling of that experience in the
physicality of material culture....All scholars of the early modern British world should read this book."
—Louis P. Nelson
(Louis P. Nelson Buildings and Landscapes)

"Wasteland: A History is a major achievement: meticulously researched, theoretically nuanced, and written



in lucid, sensitive prose."
—Izabel Gass
(Izabel Gass Eighteenth-Century Studies)

Winner of the 2016 Herbert Baxter Adams Prize given by the American Historical Association.
(Herbert Baxter Adams Prize American Historical Association 2016-10-05)

"This brilliantly conceived and elegantly written book draws on an array of disciplines to examine the
neglected concept of wasteland since the early modern period. Understanding wasteland as a counterpart to
wilderness and developed space, Di Palma sensitively depicts the tension between aesthetic responses to the
landscape and the rationalizing pressures of advancing central state power and new survey techniques, set in
the context of agricultural improvement and changing market relations." –American Historical Association
(American Historical Association)

About the Author

Vittoria Di Palma is assistant professor in the School of Architecture of the University of Southern
California.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Wasteland: A History.

Charles Hager:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Wasteland: A
History offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Manda Perez:

You can obtain this Wasteland: A History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.



In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Jesus Geist:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Wasteland: A History. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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