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In Dante’s Inferno, the lowest circle of Hell is reserved for traitors, those who
betrayed their closest companions. In a wide range of literatures and mythologies
such intimate aggression is a source of ultimate terror, and in Witchcraft,
Intimacy, and Trust, Peter Geschiere masterfully sketches it as a central ember at
the core of human relationships, one brutally revealed in the practice of
witchcraft. Examining witchcraft in its variety of forms throughout the globe, he
shows how this often misunderstood practice is deeply structured by intimacy
and the powers it affords. In doing so, he offers not only a comprehensive look at
contemporary witchcraft but also a fresh—if troubling—new way to think about
intimacy itself.   
 
Geschiere begins in the forests of southeast Cameroon with the Maka, who fear
“witchcraft of the house” above all else. Drawing a variety of local conceptions
of intimacy into a global arc, he tracks notions of the home and family—and
witchcraft’s transgression of them—throughout Africa, Europe, Brazil, and
Oceania, showing that witchcraft provides powerful ways of addressing issues
that are crucial to social relationships. Indeed, by uncovering the link between
intimacy and witchcraft in so many parts of the world, he paints a provocative
picture of human sociality that scrutinizes some of the most prevalent views held
by contemporary social science.

One of the few books to situate witchcraft in a global context, Witchcraft,
Intimacy, and Trust is at once a theoretical tour de force and an empirically rich
and lucid take on a difficult-to-understand spiritual practice and the private
spaces throughout the world it so greatly affects.  
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the core of human relationships, one brutally revealed in the practice of witchcraft. Examining witchcraft in
its variety of forms throughout the globe, he shows how this often misunderstood practice is deeply
structured by intimacy and the powers it affords. In doing so, he offers not only a comprehensive look at
contemporary witchcraft but also a fresh—if troubling—new way to think about intimacy itself.   
 
Geschiere begins in the forests of southeast Cameroon with the Maka, who fear “witchcraft of the house”
above all else. Drawing a variety of local conceptions of intimacy into a global arc, he tracks notions of the
home and family—and witchcraft’s transgression of them—throughout Africa, Europe, Brazil, and Oceania,
showing that witchcraft provides powerful ways of addressing issues that are crucial to social relationships.
Indeed, by uncovering the link between intimacy and witchcraft in so many parts of the world, he paints a
provocative picture of human sociality that scrutinizes some of the most prevalent views held by
contemporary social science.

One of the few books to situate witchcraft in a global context, Witchcraft, Intimacy, and Trust is at once a
theoretical tour de force and an empirically rich and lucid take on a difficult-to-understand spiritual practice
and the private spaces throughout the world it so greatly affects.  
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Editorial Review

Review

“Geschiere provides a new understanding of witchcraft and valuable keys that help to explain the persistence
of the occult in contemporary Africa and elsewhere. . . . Representing a huge step for the anthropology of
witchcraft, this study offers new analytical and methodological tools. It emphasizes the need for comparative
and historical approaches that are fundamental not only for studies of the occult elsewhere, but also for
anthropology at large.”
(Social Analysis)

“This thoughtful work reminds readers of the complexity of the subject. It is a refreshing addition to the
study of witchcraft in anthropology, and one that will move forward the debate and understanding in the field
far beyond Africa.” 
(A. K. Leykam Choice)

“Witchcraft—as a theme—always risks carrying a sort of pejorative or even racist undercurrent of meaning:
it cannot help but evoke the backward, the irrational, the pre-political. This began to change in the 1990s,
owing in large part to the work of Peter Geschiere, whose book The Modernity of Witchcraft showed that
concepts of the occult are dynamic and changing instead of static and timeless, and that they bear directly on
people’s experiences of capitalism, politics, and the state. In his newest book Geschiere takes this project a
step further, setting out to show that the anxieties that many Africans express through the idiom of witchcraft
are not at all unique or ‘other.’ Once we strip away the trope it becomes clear that witchcraft hinges on a
rather general human experience: the disturbing realisation that intimacy is always intrinsically
dangerous—that the most threatening aggression comes from within families and among neighbours.”
(Journal of Modern African Studies)

“Witchcraft, Intimacy and Trust: Africa in Comparison is a great read in which Geschiere manages to de-
exoticise the notion of witchcraft and show its universal dimension. In his search for answers, he poses many
fascinating questions that open up new areas for research on the topic.”
(Social Anthropology)

“Just when we thought there was little more anthropologists had to say about witchcraft and sorcery, Peter
Geschiere has uncannily done it again. Working with a large canvas, moving across space and time, drawing
not only on his long experience in Cameroon but also on the work of others in Europe, Brazil, Melanesia,
and beyond, as well as on unexpected sources—Freud, Simmel, Lauren Berlant—Geschiere paints a brilliant
and unsettling portrait of the perils of intimacy at the heart of witchcraft imaginaries. A work that will
change the field once more.”
(Charles Piot, author of Nostalgia for the Future)

“Situating witchcraft anxieties within a fundamental human experience of intimacy as ambiguous, this
lucidly written, engaging book breaks new, exciting ground for the study of witchcraft in Africa and beyond.
Peter Geschiere not only powerfully rejects exoticizing readings of African concerns with the occult, he
convincingly pleads that we redirect our anthropological inquiries toward core human concerns, such as the
genesis of trust.”
(Birgit Meyer, author of Translating the Devil)



“Peter Geschiere presents a sensitive interpretation of witchcraft as both a discourse and a lived reality,
zooming into his fine-grained fieldwork material and then zooming back out to give historical, sociological,
and political-economic context. As in The Perils of Belonging, he takes what might seem to be exceptional
African circumstances and puts them in conversation with comparable cases from other parts of the world,
allowing him to clarify what is really at stake—not only in Africa, but all over the globe.”
(Mike McGovern, author of Unmasking the State)

About the Author

Peter Geschiere is professor of African anthropology at the University of Amsterdam. He is the author of
many books, most recently The Perils of Belonging: Autochthony, Citizenship, and Exclusion in Africa and
Europe, also published by the University of Chicago Press. He lives in Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Witchcraft, Intimacy, and Trust:
Africa in Comparison is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Matthew Schwartz:

Witchcraft, Intimacy, and Trust: Africa in Comparison can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Witchcraft, Intimacy,
and Trust: Africa in Comparison but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you
into new stage of crucial pondering.

Benjamin Torres:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Witchcraft,
Intimacy, and Trust: Africa in Comparison which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.



Mellisa Holden:

This Witchcraft, Intimacy, and Trust: Africa in Comparison is brand new way for you who has attention to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Witchcraft, Intimacy, and
Trust: Africa in Comparison can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your
better life and also knowledge.
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