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Alchemy in Contemporary Art analyzes the manner in which twentieth-century
artists, beginning with French Surrealists of the 1920s, have appropriated
concepts and imagery from the western alchemical tradition. This study examines
artistic production from c. 1920 to the present, with an emphasis on the 1970s to
2000, discussing familiar names such as Andre Breton, Salvador Dali, Yves
Klein, Joseph Beuys, and Anselm Kiefer, as well as many little known artists of
the later twentieth century. It provides a critical overview of the alchemical
tradition in twentieth-century art, and of the use of occultist imagery as a code for
political discourse and polemical engagement. The study is the first to examine
the influence of alchemy and the Surrealist tradition on Australian as well as on
Eastern European and Mexican art. In addition, the text considers the manner in
which women artists such as Leonora Carrington, Remedios Varo, and Rebecca
Horn have critically revised the traditional sexist imagery of alchemy and
occultism for their own feminist purposes.
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Alchemy in Contemporary Art analyzes the manner in which twentieth-century artists, beginning with French
Surrealists of the 1920s, have appropriated concepts and imagery from the western alchemical tradition. This
study examines artistic production from c. 1920 to the present, with an emphasis on the 1970s to 2000,
discussing familiar names such as Andre Breton, Salvador Dali, Yves Klein, Joseph Beuys, and Anselm
Kiefer, as well as many little known artists of the later twentieth century. It provides a critical overview of
the alchemical tradition in twentieth-century art, and of the use of occultist imagery as a code for political
discourse and polemical engagement. The study is the first to examine the influence of alchemy and the
Surrealist tradition on Australian as well as on Eastern European and Mexican art. In addition, the text
considers the manner in which women artists such as Leonora Carrington, Remedios Varo, and Rebecca
Horn have critically revised the traditional sexist imagery of alchemy and occultism for their own feminist
purposes.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Urszula Szulakowska has established herself as an indispensable authority on the artistic as well as
ideological aspects of early modern alchemy. This time she ventures into the modern period and opens up
hitherto unexplored territories.' Gyorgy E. Szonyi, University of Szeged, Hungary

About the Author
Urszula Szulakowska is a Lecturer in the School of Fine Art, History of Art & Cultural Studies at the
University of Leeds, UK. She has written extensively on the history of alchemical illustration from the
Renaissance period to the present day.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled Alchemy in Contemporary Art? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Marvin Murphy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Alchemy in Contemporary Art book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Alchemy in
Contemporary Art content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking
Alchemy in Contemporary Art is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Brianna Bell:

The book with title Alchemy in Contemporary Art has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.



Marcos Hawkins:

Alchemy in Contemporary Art can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Alchemy in Contemporary Art nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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