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Film: A Critical Introduction providesreaderswith the skillsneeded to
successfully critique and analyze film and teaches strategiesfor trandating
ideas about film into written criticism and analysis. Intricate discussions of
the current issues in film theory, from sound production to documentaries, keep
readers perspectives on film fresh and informed. Part | introduces readersto the
importance of film analysis, offering helpful strategies for discerning the way
films produce meaning. Part |1 examines the fundamenta elements of film,
including narrative form, mise en scéne, cinematography, editing, and sound, and
shows how these concepts can be used to interpret films. Part |11 frames the
debates around ideological criticism, national and transnational cinema, and
genre and auteur theory that animate contemporary film scholarship.
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Intricate discussions of the current issues in film theory, from sound production to documentaries, keep
readers’ perspectives on film fresh and informed. Part | introduces readers to the importance of film analysis,
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elements of film, including narrative form, mise en scéne, cinematography, editing, and sound, and shows
how these concepts can be used to interpret films. Part |11 frames the debates around ideological criticism,
national and transnational cinema, and genre and auteur theory that animate contemporary film scholarship.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Film: A Critical Introduction

by Maria Pramaggiore and Tom Wallis, both of North Carolina State University

Film: A Critical Introduction is an exciting new offering that provides students with a comprehensive
introduction to film studies. It does not merely address techniques and terminology used in film production
and film criticism; but also emphasizes thinking and writing critically and effectively about film.

Organized in three parts, the text focuses on the fundamentals of film analysis before moving on to more
complex topics.

- Parts| and |1 teach students to recognize how the components of film-narrative, mise en scéne,
cinematography, editing, and sound-work together to produce meaning within an individual film text.

- Part l11 introduces readers to interpretive frameworks that treat cinemaas a cultural institution. This section
encourages readers to move beyond textual analysis and consider the relationship between film and culture.

Special Features

- Emphasizes critical thinking and writing about film.

- Illustrates basic film concepts in context and in depth.

- “Techniquesin Practice” sections offer detailed analyses emphasizing how one film uses the techniques
being discussed.

- “Case Study” essays on key films develop critical thinking and writing skills, offering the option of
studying the similarities and differences among Classical Hollywood texts, post-studio Hollywood texts,
documentaries, avant-garde films, and art cinema films.

- Discusses how students can develop rhetorical strategies for incorporating production history and film
scholarship as they think and write about films.

Praisefor Film: A Critical | ntroduction

“1 thought this was one of the best introduction to film books I d ever read. It's beautifully written, extremely
knowledgeable, current, and complete. As the authors recognize, teaching introduction to film involves
teaching writing about film. This book’ s efforts to incorporate the writing process in stages which unfold
through the chaptersis brilliant.”

Cynthia Erb, Wayne Sate University

“Pramaggiore and Wallis are exceptional writers for this audience....The writing is clear and compelling.
The chapter selection and sequence is manageable and useful. The insights and progression of thought are
solid. The idea to emphasize student writing in each chapter isareal strength of thistext....They cover an
astonishing amount of ground with a minimum of fuss.”

Dann L. Pierce, University of Portland

“Thistext is extremely well-organized and the examples cited are dead-on and up-to-date....This text makes
both contemporary and classical references, certain to make its point clear to those students who are
beginners and who have not seen many classical films.”



Walton Jones, University of California, San Diego

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Winston Nakashima;

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book Film: A Critical Introduction (3rd Edition) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book has high quality.

Dale Hollander:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Film: A Critical Introduction (3rd Edition) will give you a new experience in studying
a book.

Linda Young:

Beside that Film: A Critical Introduction (3rd Edition) in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Film:
A Ciritical Introduction (3rd Edition) because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book aswell asread it from
at this point!

Harry Cofield:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Film: A Critical Introduction (3rd Edition) was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Film: A Critical Introduction (3rd
Edition) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. So, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it offersyou feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading



that will.
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