
Hipgnosis Portraits

By Aubrey Powell

Hipgnosis Portraits By Aubrey Powell

A journey into the archives of the most important design agency in music
history, including never-before-seen photos of the biggest names in rock
rock 'n' roll

Hipgnosis created some of the most innovative and surreal cover art of the 1960s,
70s, and early 80s for the biggest names of the era?Pink Floyd, Led Zeppelin,
Wings, Yes, Genesis, 10cc, Peter Gabriel, Bad Company, Syd Barrett, and Black
Sabbath, to name just a few. The sublime prism cover for Pink Floyd’s The Dark
Side of the Moon continues to be one of the most pervasive images in all popular
culture. Hipgnosis’s highly conceptual approach and graphic appeal earned them
five Grammy nominations for cover design, and they profoundly influenced not
only the history of music, but also all other creative fields from advertising to
fashion.

Hipgnosis Portraits explores an endless stream of creative ideas in two sections.
Part I, "Imagination," tells the story behind the artwork from germination through
to the final sleeve design, supported by a wide array of archival materials. Part II,
"Realization," contains beautiful and extremely photographic portraits of the
musicians the agency counted as clients. Several of these images were taken but
not used for projects and have remained buried in archives ever since. The book
is filled with playful, abstract compositions from a remarkably prolific collective
that redefined the possibilities of concept-driven art and design. 366 illustrations
in color and black-and-white
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Editorial Review

Review
“This fascinating book showcases the photo and design talents of perhaps the most influential design
collective in album art history....Powell's recollections are as charming as the final photos are intense.”
- USA Today

“Consider it a coffee table book for rock fans who bliss out on something stronger that coffee....If anything,
gazing at the charged images from Hipgnosis's glory days, I'm reminded of how much we have lost. Vinyl
fanatics have succeeded in reviving the LP, but I'm not sure if commercial pressures of any sort could ever
bring back the free-spirited covers that, for a brief spell, created much of the mystique of classic rock.”
- The Daily Beast

“Powell's notes and curator photographs provide a personal tour of his decades-old flat file, sharing never-
before-seen outtakes and mock-ups from some of the greatest albums of all time.”
- Burnaway

“Hipgnosis Portraits is a collection of both seminal album covers and the lost photo shoots, as well as the
stories behind them?working intimately with the bands to conceive and execute their creative visions.”
- Entertainment Weekly

“Pre-Photoshop, Hipgnosis pioneered double-exposure and montage techniques to turn photos into “Wow,
dude!” moments. . . . Along the way, Hipgnosis compiled a hefty file of music portraiture?clients ranging
from the Rolling Stones to Olivia Newton-John?much of it unseen until now.”
- American Photo

About the Author
Aubrey Powell co-founded the design agency Hipgnosis with the late Storm Thorgerson in 1967. Their
stunning and often surreal work established them as the most important design collective in music history. In
1989, Po was made creative director for The Paul McCartney World Tour, designing the stage set, video wall
and filmed images. He is the author of numerous books, including Hipgnosis | Portraits, and is the current
creative director for Pink Floyd.

Robert Plant is the singer, songwriter, and musician famous for being the lead singer of Led Zeppelin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marian Jackson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Hipgnosis Portraits it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have



enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Kristy Abrahams:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Hipgnosis Portraits.

Lucinda Brown:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Hipgnosis Portraits that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Hipgnosis
Portraits become your current starter.

Kirk Mathews:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Hipgnosis Portraits was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Hipgnosis Portraits has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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