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With ruminations on drawing, colour and caricature, on the political meaning of
fairy-tales, talking animals and human beings as machines, Hollywood Flatlands
bringsto light the links between animation, avant-garde art and modernist
criticism.

Focusing on the work of aesthetic and political revolutionaries of the inter-war
period, Esther Ledlie reveals how the animation of commodities can be studied as
ajourney into modernity in cinema. She looks afresh at the links between the
Soviet Constructivists and the Bauhaus, for instance, and those between Walter
Benjamin and cinematic abstraction. She also provides new interpretations of the
writings of Siegfried Kracauer on animation, shows how Theodor Adorno’s and
Max Horkheimer’s film viewing affected their intellectual development, and
reconsiders Sergei Eisenstein’s famous handshake with Mickey Mouse at
Disney’ s Hyperion Studios in 1930.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A vital new book.”—AS FA

“In an age when the Walt Disney Co ... is completely lost to sober cultural debate, it is not insignificant to
remember that, quite recently, the opposite was the case.” —Los Angeles Times

“Thisis about much more than the House of Mouse, tracing with a deft hand the aesthetic precursors of film
animation in the work of Hans Richter, Walter Ruttman and Dziga Vertov.”—Radical Philosophy

“In thisincisive and profound study, you find such classic subjects as Adolph Hitler, Charlie Chaplin, Leon
Trotsky, Mickey Mouse, Nazism, Leni Riefenstahl, Theodor W. Adorno, Sergei M. Eisenstein, Dumbo,
Betty Boop, the Class Struggle, Piet Mondrian, Walter Benjamin and Walt Disney (along with much, much
more).”—Giannalberto Bendazzi

“Brash and erudite, Hollywood Flatlands treats animated cartoons as an avant-garde taste and anti-
illusionism as a Modernist problematic.”—London Review of Books

“Perceptive and elegant.”—Times Literary Supplement

“Oncein along while, abook appears that meets all the high standards of scholarship. In the field of
animation, Ledlie's Hollywood Flatlandsis that work ... groundbreaking.”—Choice, A Choice Outstanding
Academic Title of 2003

About the Author

Esther Ledieisalecturer in English and Humanities at Birkbeck College, London. She is the author of
Walter Benjamin: Overpowering Conformism and sits on the editorial boards of Historical Materialism,
Radical Philosophy and Revolutionary History.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Olive:

This Hollywood Flatlands: Animation, Critical Theory and the Avant-Garde book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Hollywood Flatlands: Animation, Critical Theory and the
Avant-Garde without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Hollywood Flatlands: Animation, Critical Theory and the Avant-Garde
can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves turn into full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Hollywood Flatlands: Animation, Critical Theory and the
Avant-Garde having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.



Laura Rogers.

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choicein your case but the problems coming to a person isyou
don't know what one you should start with. This Hollywood Flatlands: Animation, Critical Theory and the
Avant-Garde is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Michad Kimbrell:

Now aday people who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Hollywood Flatlands: Animation,
Critical Theory and the Avant-Garde book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Curt Hall:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Hollywood Flatlands; Animation,
Critical Theory and the Avant-Garde can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this
one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of astep for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have
Hollywood Flatlands: Animation, Critical Theory and the Avant-Garde.
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