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The crowning cultural achievement of medieval India, Tantric Buddhism is
known in the West primarily for the sexual practices of its adherents, who strive
to transform erotic passion into spiritual ecstasy. Historians of religion have long
held that the enlightenment thus attempted was for men only, and that women in
the movement were at best marginal and subordinated and at worst degraded and
exploited. Miranda Shaw argues to the contrary, presenting extensive new
evidence of the outspoken and independent female founders of the Tantric
movement and their creative role in shaping its distinctive vision of gender
relations and sacred sexuality.
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The crowning cultural achievement of medieval India, Tantric Buddhism is known in the West primarily for
the sexual practices of its adherents, who strive to transform erotic passion into spiritual ecstasy. Historians
of religion have long held that the enlightenment thus attempted was for men only, and that women in the
movement were at best marginal and subordinated and at worst degraded and exploited. Miranda Shaw
argues to the contrary, presenting extensive new evidence of the outspoken and independent female founders
of the Tantric movement and their creative role in shaping its distinctive vision of gender relations and
sacred sexuality.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 1994 James Henry Breasted Prize, American Historical Association
Winner of the 1994 Tricycle Prize for Excellence in Buddhist Scholarship

"This book is a welcome and wonderful addition to feminist scholarship on Buddhism, a rapidly growing
endeavor. . . . Miranda Shaw's discussion of passion and intimacy as a path of practice is exemplary in its
demonstration that such practices can only be undertaken by equals who share the same vision, the same
aspiration for enlightenment, and the same training and meditative skills."--Rita Gross, Shambhala Sun

"A feminist critique of a male (and Western) view of the Tantric tradition [and also] a balanced reassessment
of a tradition too long misunderstood."--James George, Parabola

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Passionate Enlightenment.

Edward Avelar:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Passionate Enlightenment, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Jack Harbin:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right.



Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read is usually Passionate Enlightenment.

Stephen Stansbury:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Passionate Enlightenment this guide consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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