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Winner of the Pulitzer Prize

Against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe
and Russia unfolds the magnificent story of Peter the Great, crowned co-tsar at
the age of ten. Robert K. Massie delves deep into the life of this captivating
historical figure, chronicling the pivotal events that shaped a boy into a
legend—including his “incognito” travels in Europe, his unquenchable curiosity
about Western ways, his obsession with the sea and establishment of the
stupendous Russian navy, his creation of an unbeatable army, his transformation
of Russia, and his relationships with those he loved most: Catherine, the robust
yet gentle peasant, his loving mistress, wife, and successor; and Menshikov, the
charming, bold, unscrupulous prince who rose to wealth and power through
Peter’s friendship. Impetuous and stubborn, generous and cruel, tender and
unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and complexity, Peter the Great is
brought fully to life.
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Against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe and Russia unfolds the
magnificent story of Peter the Great, crowned co-tsar at the age of ten. Robert K. Massie delves deep into the
life of this captivating historical figure, chronicling the pivotal events that shaped a boy into a
legend—including his “incognito” travels in Europe, his unquenchable curiosity about Western ways, his
obsession with the sea and establishment of the stupendous Russian navy, his creation of an unbeatable
army, his transformation of Russia, and his relationships with those he loved most: Catherine, the robust yet
gentle peasant, his loving mistress, wife, and successor; and Menshikov, the charming, bold, unscrupulous
prince who rose to wealth and power through Peter’s friendship. Impetuous and stubborn, generous and
cruel, tender and unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and complexity, Peter the Great is brought fully to
life.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Enthralling . . . as fascinating as any novel and more so than most.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Urgently readable . . . the work of a master of narrative history.”—Newsweek

“Written in a style that combines vigor, clarity, and sensitivity . . . should be the envy of historians and
novelists alike.”—Chicago Sun-Times
 
“Fascinating . . . an absorbing book.”—The Plain Dealer
 
“Exceptional.”—The New Yorker

From the Inside Flap
"Enthralling . . . As fascinating as any novel and more so than most." The New York Times Book Review
The Pulitzer Prize-Winning Bestseller by the author of DREADNOUGHT.
Against the monumental canvas of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe and Russia unfolds the
magnificent story of Peter the Great, one of the most extraordinary rulers in history. Impetuous and stubborn,
generous and cruel, tender and unforgiving, a man of enormous energy and complexity, Peter the Great is
brought fully to life in this exceptional biography.

About the Author
Robert K. Massie was born in Lexington, Kentucky, and studied American history at Yale and European
history at Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar. He was president of the Authors Guild from 1987
to 1991. His books include Nicholas and Alexandra, Peter the Great: His Life and World (for which he won
a Pulitzer Prize for biography), The Romanovs: The Final Chapter, Dreadnought: Britain, Germany, and the
Coming of the Great War, Castles of Steel: Britain, Germany, and the Winning of the Great War at Sea, and
Catherine the Great: Portrait of a Woman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Crowe:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Peter the Great:
His Life and World is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Benjamin Nation:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,



or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Peter the Great: His Life and World can be great book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Black:

Beside this Peter the Great: His Life and World in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Peter the
Great: His Life and World because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times
have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Arthur Fabry:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Peter the Great: His Life and World when you required it?
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