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This new book offers a retrospective appraisal of the Gwangju Uprising by
academics, activists and artists from Gwangju, Korea. 

In 1980, South Koreans took to the streets to demand democracy. When the
military threatened brutal suppression of the popular movement, only in Gwangju
did people refuse to submit. After horrific bloodshed, the citizens of Gwangju
drove the military out of the city and held their liberated space for a week. As a
"beautiful community" emerged, newspapers were published, hundreds of
thousands of people congregated in popular assemblies, and the city’s life gave
new meaning to democracy.
 
Although crushed by overwhelming military force, Gwangju’s example inspired
the eventual overthrow of the military dictatorship and ushered in a new
democratic wave in East Asia. Providing a detailed analysis of the events of the
Gwangju uprising, this new volume traces the birth of South Korean democracy
in Gwangju’s stubborn refusal to accept life without freedom. The book also
focuses on the socio-economic background, the role of women in the uprising,
issues of collective identity and the international significance of the revolt.
 
Scholars and researchers of South Asian politics, social movements, history,
democracy and development studies will find this volume to be of keen interest.
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This new book offers a retrospective appraisal of the Gwangju Uprising by academics, activists and artists
from Gwangju, Korea. 

In 1980, South Koreans took to the streets to demand democracy. When the military threatened brutal
suppression of the popular movement, only in Gwangju did people refuse to submit. After horrific
bloodshed, the citizens of Gwangju drove the military out of the city and held their liberated space for a
week. As a "beautiful community" emerged, newspapers were published, hundreds of thousands of people
congregated in popular assemblies, and the city’s life gave new meaning to democracy.
 
Although crushed by overwhelming military force, Gwangju’s example inspired the eventual overthrow of
the military dictatorship and ushered in a new democratic wave in East Asia. Providing a detailed analysis of
the events of the Gwangju uprising, this new volume traces the birth of South Korean democracy in
Gwangju’s stubborn refusal to accept life without freedom. The book also focuses on the socio-economic
background, the role of women in the uprising, issues of collective identity and the international significance
of the revolt.
 
Scholars and researchers of South Asian politics, social movements, history, democracy and development
studies will find this volume to be of keen interest.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Georgy Katsiaficas is Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences at Wentworth Institute of Technology in
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Na Kahn-chae is Professor of Sociology at Chonnam National University, Gwangju, Korea.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Rose:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book South Korean Democracy: Legacy of the Gwangju
Uprising (New Political Science) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book
with you?

Theodore Huff:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This South Korean Democracy: Legacy of the Gwangju Uprising (New Political
Science) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer of South Korean Democracy: Legacy of the Gwangju Uprising (New Political
Science) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking South Korean Democracy:
Legacy of the Gwangju Uprising (New Political Science) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Latonya Sams:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like South Korean
Democracy: Legacy of the Gwangju Uprising (New Political Science) which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.



Rita Merritt:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book South Korean Democracy: Legacy
of the Gwangju Uprising (New Political Science) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the book South Korean Democracy: Legacy of the
Gwangju Uprising (New Political Science) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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