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Thisisarevised and expanded edtion of a classic in palliative medicine,
originally published in 1991. With three added chapters and a new preface
summarizing our progress in the area of pain management, thisis a must-hve for
those in palliative medicine and hospice care.

The obligation of physicians to relieve human suffering stretches back into
antiquity. But what exactly, is suffering? One patient with metastic cancer of the
stomach, from which he knew he would shortly die, said he was not suffering.
Another, someone who had been operated on for amior problem--in little pain
and not seemingly distressed--said that even coming into the hospital had been a
source of pain and not suffering. With such varied responses to the problem of
suffering, inevitable questions arise. Is it the doctor's responsibility to treat the
disease or the patient? And what is the relationship between suffering and the
goals of medicine?

According to Dr. Eric Cassdll, these are crucial questions, but unfortunately, have
remained only queries void of adequate solutions. It istime for the sick person,
Cassell believes, to be not merely an important concern for physicians but the
central focus of medicine. With thisin mind, Cassell argues for an understanding
of what changes should be made in order to successfully treat the sick while
aleviating suffering, and how to actually go about making these changes with the
methods and training techniques firmly rooted in the doctor's rel ationship with
the patient.

Dr. Cassdll offers an incisive critique of the approach of modern medicine.
Drawing on a number of evocative patient narratives, he writes that the goal of
medicine must be to treat an individual's suffering, and not just the disease. In
addition, Cassdll's thoughtful and incisive argument will appeal to psychologists
and psychiatrists interested in the nature of pain and suffering.
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Thisisarevised and expanded edtion of aclassic in palliative medicine, originally published in 1991. With
three added chapters and a new preface summarizing our progress in the area of pain management, thisisa
must-hve for those in palliative medicine and hospice care.

The abligation of physicians to relieve human suffering stretches back into antiquity. But what exactly, is
suffering? One patient with metastic cancer of the stomach, from which he knew he would shortly die, said
he was not suffering. Another, someone who had been operated on for a mior problem--in little pain and not
seemingly distressed--said that even coming into the hospital had been a source of pain and not suffering.
With such varied responses to the problem of suffering, inevitable questions arise. Isit the doctor's
responsibility to treat the disease or the patient? And what is the relationship between suffering and the goals
of medicine?

According to Dr. Eric Cassell, these are crucial questions, but unfortunately, have remained only queries
void of adequate solutions. It istime for the sick person, Cassell believes, to be not merely an important
concern for physicians but the central focus of medicine. With thisin mind, Cassell argues for an
understanding of what changes should be made in order to successfully treat the sick while alleviating
suffering, and how to actually go about making these changes with the methods and training techniques
firmly rooted in the doctor's rel ationship with the patient.

Dr. Cassell offers an incisive critique of the approach of modern medicine. Drawing on a number of
evocative patient narratives, he writes that the goal of medicine must be to treat an individual's suffering, and
not just the disease. In addition, Cassell's thoughtful and incisive argument will appeal to psychologists and
psychiatrists interested in the nature of pain and suffering.
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Editorial Review

Review

[The author's] position is humane and compassionate and willing to address that which scares many
clinicians - uncertainty and imperfection. | highly recommend this thorough and thoughtful book to anyone
who grapples with the problem of human suffering in the midst of iliness. Paliative Medicine, 18 Cassell's
arguments and discussions are clear and logical and his style makesit apleasureto read. It isaso clinicaly
practical, with many case histories used to introduce and illustrate the discussion. Highly recommended.
IAHPC Website

About the Author
Eric J. Cassell isat Cornell University Medical College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Catherine Browning:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book The Nature of
Suffering and the Goals of Medicine, 2nd Edition. All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Anna Elam:

The experience that you get from The Nature of Suffering and the Goals of Medicine, 2nd Edition isthe
more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Nature of Suffering and the Goals of Medicine,
2nd Edition giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this The Nature of Suffering and the
Goals of Medicine, 2nd Edition instantly.

Stephanie Bush:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever



try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely The Nature of Suffering and the Goals of Medicine, 2nd Edition.

Richard Russdll:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Nature of Suffering and the
Goals of Medicine, 2nd Edition publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Nature of
Suffering and the Goals of Medicine, 2nd Edition as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.
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