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The Phantom of the Opera, by Gaston L eroux, is part of the Barnes & Noble
Classics series, which offers quality editions at affordable prices to the student
and the general reader, including new scholarship, thoughtful design, and pages
of carefully crafted extras. Here are some of the remarkable features of Barnes &
Noble Classics:

- New introductions commissioned from today's top writers and scholars

- Biographies of the authors

- Chronologies of contemporary historical, biographical, and cultural events

- Footnotes and endnotes

- Selective discussions of imitations, parodies, poems, books, plays, paintings,
operas, statuary, and films inspired by the work

- Comments by other famous authors

- Study questions to challenge the reader's viewpoints and expectations

- Bibliographies for further reading

- Indices & Glossaries, when appropriate

All editions are beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications,
some include illustrations of historical interest. Barnes & Noble Classics pulls
together a constellation of influences—biographical, historical, and literary—to
enrich each reader's understanding of these enduring works.

The Paris Operais haunted—everyone knows it. Everyone, that is, except for the
new managers, who spark a violent dispute with the Opera Ghost when they
refuse to acknowledge his existence or submit to his demands. Sometimes
surfacing as a disembodied voice in Box Five or appearing as agentlemanin
evening dress with a death’ s-head, the phantom is obsessed with Christine Daaé,
alovely and enigmatic novice singer endowed with an amazing voice. But
impetuous Viscount Raoul de Chagny isin love with Christine, and he and his
brother, Count Philippe, are swept into the phantom’s deadly illusion with
horrifying consequences.

Police reports, newspaper clippings, and witness interviews help a sleuthing
narrator reconstruct the events of French author Gaston L er oux’ s most famous
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tale, one that had a significant impact on contemporary detective fiction.First
publishedin 1911, The Phantom of the Opera has since been the basis for many
adaptations, including Lon Chaney’s silent film and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s
Tony award-winning Broadway musical. Today, this thriller is recognized not
only as a compelling yarn with gothic overtones, but an engrossing romance of
stirring theatricality.
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The Phantom of the Opera, by Gaston L eroux, is part of the Barnes & Noble Classics series, which offers
quality editions at affordable prices to the student and the general reader, including new scholarship,
thoughtful design, and pages of carefully crafted extras. Here are some of the remarkable features of Barnes
& Noble Classics:

- New introductions commissioned from today's top writers and scholars

- Biographies of the authors

- Chronologies of contemporary historical, biographical, and cultural events

- Footnotes and endnotes

- Selective discussions of imitations, parodies, poems, books, plays, paintings, operas, statuary, and films
inspired by the work

- Comments by other famous authors

- Study questions to challenge the reader's viewpoints and expectations

- Bibliographies for further reading

- Indices & Glossaries, when appropriate

All editions are beautifully designed and are printed to superior specifications; some include illustrations of
historical interest. Barnes & Noble Classics pulls together a constellation of influences—biographical,
historical, and literary—to enrich each reader's understanding of these enduring works.

The Paris Operais haunted—everyone knows it. Everyone, that is, except for the new managers, who spark a
violent dispute with the Opera Ghost when they refuse to acknowledge his existence or submit to his
demands. Sometimes surfacing as a disembodied voice in Box Five or appearing as a gentleman in evening
dress with a death’ s-head, the phantom is obsessed with Christine Daaé, alovely and enigmatic novice singer
endowed with an amazing voice. But impetuous Viscount Raoul de Chagny isin love with Christine, and he
and his brother, Count Philippe, are swept into the phantom’ s deadly illusion with horrifying consequences.

Police reports, newspaper clippings, and witness interviews help a sleuthing narrator reconstruct the events
of French author Gaston L eroux’s most famous tale, one that had a significant impact on contemporary
detective fiction.First publishedin 1911, The Phantom of the Opera has since been the basis for many
adaptations, including Lon Chaney’s silent film and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Tony award-winning
Broadway musical. Today, thisthriller is recognized not only as a compelling yarn with gothic overtones, but
an engrossing romance of stirring theatricality.
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in Vermont. She wrote the book Character and Meaning in the Novels of Victor Hugo and has published
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Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

From | sabel Roche'sIntroduction to The Phantom of the Opera

Long before The Phantom of the Opera became a perennia film favorite and a Broadway fixture of
€normous success, it was anovel of modest critical and commercial acclaim, written by one Gaston Leroux,
alawyer turned journalist turned novelist. First published serially in the newspaper Le Gaulois from
September 1909 to January 1910, Le Fantdéme de I’ Opéra might well have shared the fate of the bulk of
Leroux’sfiction—which islargely unread today—had it not been for its elevation to the big screen with
Rupert Julian’s 1925 film version starring Lon Chaney as the phantom. Chaney’ s astonishing performancein
the role, coupled with atale that lends itself particularly well to visua rendering, inspired such a
considerable number of remakes in various mediums over the course of the twentieth century that the
phantom’ s story has taken on alife of its own.

Indeed, readers picking up Leroux’s novel for the first time may be surprised to discover the extent to which
the novel differs from the many versions that they have seen or heard. For while the adaptations have
generally remained faithful to the novel’s core themes—attraction and repulsion, artistry and suffering, love,
loss, and redemption—they have taken more extreme liberties in regard to the narrative elements: Leroux’s
origina plot has been streamlined and at times grestly altered, the pacing quickened, and the journalistic tone
of the novel has been expunged in favor of dramatic suspense. Whether or not the many cinematic
interpretations have improved upon Leroux’ s origina is amatter of taste; what is more certain isthat The
Phantom of the Opera, the novel, merits our attention: Not only does the very readable story capture the
mood and sentiment of the years immediately leading up to the golden period of art and innovation that
would later be dubbed La Belle époque (literally, “ The Beautiful Age”), it also serves as an interesting
marker in the history and evolution of the French novel. It isindebted to the Gothic tradition and the fantastic
literature and serial novel of the nineteenth century; at the sametimeit is aprecursor of the twentieth-century
detective and mystery story that would flourish both abroad and in France with the fiction of Agatha Christie
and Georges Simenon, among others.

Leroux had aready published nearly athird of the more than thirty novels that would appear in hislifetime
when The Phantom of the Opera_came out in 1910. A well-respected and talented journalist with alaw
degree and particular strengthsin the areas of court and political reporting, he had turned to full-time fiction
writing in 1907 after becoming weary with the pressures and travel required by hisjob. This shift allowed
him to wed hislove of writing with hisimaginative impul ses, which had been nourished by his journeysto
such exotic locales as Russia, Africa, and Asia, and Leroux churned out relatively successful potboilers with
an impressive regularity. As an art and theatre critic for the newspaper Le Matin at an earlier point in his
career, he had visited the Nouvel Opéra (opened in 1875 and known today as the Palais Garnier or the Opéra
Garnier) many times and was impressed by the building’ s grandiose and imposing architectural design. The



catalyst for The Phantom of the Opera, by his own account, was a private visit to the usually sealed-off lower
depths of the Opera House during which his curiosity and his imagination were piqued by both the preserved
traces of the building’s historical and political importance and the pal pable sense of secrecy that the
underground labyrinth evoked.

The circumstances surrounding the construction of the Opéra Garnier were the material of legend and lore.
On an 1858 visit to the then-official opera house on the rue le Peletier, Emperor Napoléon I11 (nephew of
Napoléon Bonaparte) was the target of a politically motivated attack that ultimately spared him but resulted
in the death of 150 people. It was at this moment that the Emperor conceived of replacing the rue le Peletier
building (which had been designated the home of the Paris Operafollowing the assassination of the Duc de
Berry in 1820 at the previous opera house at the square Louvois) with a new, more secure structure (with a
private, imperial entrance), one whose grandeur would be representative of his ambitious reign. He gave his
controversia city planner, Baron Haussmann, who was in the process of reconfiguring Paris with a new
layout, the task of organizing a competition to select an architect to design the new building, which would be
one of the hubs of his plan of connected boulevards and avenues. Chosen from among the nearly 200 entries
was that of the more or less unknown Charles Garnier. Garnier impressed the judges by labeling his eclectic
architectural approach “Napoleon Il style,” and the resulting structure indeed remains the prime example of
Second Empire construction in Paris.

Erecting such a daunting edifice—distinguished by itsimposing polygonal shape, crowning dome, ornately
sculptured facade, and gigantic interior complete with an enormous foyer and a majestic, gilded double
staircase—was a monumental task that was stymied during nearly a twenty-year period by financing issues,
construction difficulties, and most directly, political upheaval. The French defeat at Sedan during the
Franco—Prussian war of 1870-1871 resulted in the Emperor’s capture. A Third Republic was proclaimed, but
the fragile provisional government was then menaced by the siege of the capital by German troops. The still-
unfinished Opera House was designated an arsenal and warehouse, and then became the headquarters and
eventually amilitary prison of the Communards—the name given to working-class Parisians who formed
their own army in an effort to overthrow those at the helm of the new French regime following France's
capitulation. The violent civil revolution lasted three months and resulted in the loss of thousands of lives
before the rebellion was squashed by government forcesin May 1871. It was not until 1875 that Garnier’s
building—whaose cost had escalated to more than 47 million francs—was finally ready to be unveiled with a
galaevent thrown more to demonstrate the political stability attained by the Third Republic than to celebrate
the architect’ s achievement (Garnier, in fact, was famously asked to pay to attend the opening!). The Paris
Opera—which also had its own ballet company—would draw an increasingly large public during the next
few decades as cultural appreciation took on a new importance as part of the joie de vivre mentality that
enveloped France before World War 1.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kenny Grant:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Phantom of the Opera (Barnes &
Noble Classics) will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with
you?



Frances Barrett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Phantom of the Opera (Barnes & Noble Classics) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in abook then become one application form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get prior to. The The Phantom of the Opera (Barnes & Noble Classics) giving you
one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better
lifein this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

William Bottoms:

This The Phantom of the Opera (Barnes & Noble Classics) is great publication for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Phantom of the Opera (Barnes & Noble Classics) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or
fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

David Murray:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Phantom of
the Opera (Barnes & Noble Classics) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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