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In the right dose, everything is a poison . . . even love.

Jessamine Luxton has lived all her sixteen years in an isolated cottage near
Alnwick Castle with her father, Thomas, a feared and respected apothecary. His
pride and obsession, a poison garden, contains exotic and local specimens of the
most dangerous plants in the world. But Jessamine is absolutely forbidden to
enter.

Her life changes forever the day a traveler brings a stranger to their cottage,
claiming that the young man has special gifts that Thomas might value.
Jessamine is intrigued by the young man, who goes by the name of Weed. He has
an intense sensitivity to growing things, and an even rarer and more specialized
knowledge about plants than Thomas does. As Jessamine falls in love with
Weed, she learns his extraordinary secret—and is drawn into the dangerous
world of the poison garden in a way she never could have imagined. . . .
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In the right dose, everything is a poison . . . even love.

Jessamine Luxton has lived all her sixteen years in an isolated cottage near Alnwick Castle with her father,
Thomas, a feared and respected apothecary. His pride and obsession, a poison garden, contains exotic and
local specimens of the most dangerous plants in the world. But Jessamine is absolutely forbidden to enter.

Her life changes forever the day a traveler brings a stranger to their cottage, claiming that the young man has
special gifts that Thomas might value. Jessamine is intrigued by the young man, who goes by the name of
Weed. He has an intense sensitivity to growing things, and an even rarer and more specialized knowledge
about plants than Thomas does. As Jessamine falls in love with Weed, she learns his extraordinary
secret—and is drawn into the dangerous world of the poison garden in a way she never could have imagined.
. . .
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 7 Up–Readers will be intrigued by both the romance and complex moral questions in this fantasy set in
late-18th-century England. Jessamine, 16, lives with her apothecary father, Thomas Luxton, in the remote
countryside near Alnwick Castle. As she keeps house and tends to the gardens, there is one place she is
forbidden to go: only her father enters the locked apothecary garden where he nurtures poisonous plants
collected from all over the world. Their pastoral existence is interrupted by the unexpected arrival of Weed, a
straggly teenage orphan who has an inexplicable knowledge of the medicinal uses of plants. As romance
blossoms between Jessamine and Weed, she discovers that he is able to communicate with all growing
things. Luxton begins to crave Weed's know-how and allows him into the apothecary garden, where the teen
is made physically ill by the overwhelmingly evil personalities of the poisonous blooms. What begins that
day propels the three characters into a tangled web of passion, betrayal, and the supernatural influence of the
Prince of Poison. The novel explores the nature of good and evil and the consequences of choices whatever
their intentions. As Luxton's explanation foreshadows, a plant that can kill used in one way can heal used in
another. Told mostly in Jessamine's voice, the story has a compelling sense of urgency and mystery even as
climactic events become too melodramatic. The book is based on a concept by the current Duchess of
Northumberland who created the real Poison Garden at Alnwick Castle.–Cheri Dobbs, Detroit Country Day
Middle School, Beverly Hills, MIα(c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From Booklist
Jessamine is skilled at growing plants, but her apothecary father won't allow her into his locked garden of
poisonous specimens for fear that she will come to harm. Then Weed, an orphan with a mysterious gift with
plants, is left with the family, and things take a strange turn at the peaceful cottage. This intriguing fantasy
has many tendrils to wrap around teen hearts: there is the budding romance between Jessamine and Weed, a
grave illness that threatens Jessamine's life, Weed's supernatural skills, a series of chilling folklore-worthy
tests of Weed's love, and encounters with Oleander, a figure who enters Jessamine's fevered dreams and
implores her to abandon Weed and join him in death. The haunting ending will leave readers wanting to talk
about the themes of cruelty, honesty, and loyalty. The setting is the area near Alnwick Castle in England, the
real home of the Duchess of Northumberland, who has established her very own Poison Garden, and where
(savvy fans may know) the scenes at Hogwarts were filmed in the Harry Potter movie series. Grades 8-11. --
Cindy Dobrez

Review
“Lyrical and lovely, a fast-paced literary gem.”— (Ally Carter, New York Times bestselling author of Heist
Society)

“This intriguing fantasy has many tendrils to wrap around teen hearts. The haunting ending will leave readers
wanting to talk about the themes of cruelty, honesty, and loya—lty.” (Booklist)

“A passionate story....Wood does a marvelous job of creating heart-wrenching decisions for her characters
and portraying a doomed romance reminiscent of Romeo and Juliet.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Wood fashions a narrative whose conventions of gothic romance intertwine with, then utterly succumb to,
the brutal forces of human obsession. Absorbing.” (Kirkus Reviews)
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Martel:

The book The Poison Diaries make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make studying a book The Poison Diaries to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Poison Diaries. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

William Bixby:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Poison Diaries is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Belinda Kirwin:

The book untitled The Poison Diaries contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Jose Enriquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Poison Diaries.
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