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Each fall, thousands of eager freshmen descend on college and university
campuses expecting the best education imaginable: inspiring classes taught by
top-ranked professors, academic advisors who will guide them to a prestigious
job or graduate school, and an environment where learning flourishes outside the
classroom as much asit doesin lecture halls. Unfortunately, most of these
freshmen soon learn that academic life is not what they imagined. Classes are
taught by overworked graduate students and adjuncts rather than seasoned faculty
members, undergrads receive minimal attention from advisors or administrators,
and potentially valuable campus resources remain outside their grasp.

Andrew Roberts' Thinking Sudent’s Guide to College hel ps students take charge
of their university experience by providing a blueprint they can follow to achieve
their educational goals—whether at public or private schools, large research
universities or small liberal arts colleges. An inside look penned by a professor at
Northwestern University, this book offers concrete tips on choosing a college,
selecting classes, deciding on amajor, interacting with faculty, and applying to
graduate school. Here, Roberts exposes the secrets of the ivory tower to revea
what motivates professors, where to find loopholes in university bureaucracy,
and most importantly, how to get a personalized education. Based on interviews
with faculty and cutting-edge educational research, The Thinking Sudent’s Guide
to Collegeis a necessary handbook for students striving to excel academically,
creatively, and personally during their undergraduate years.
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Each fall, thousands of eager freshmen descend on college and university campuses expecting the best
education imaginable: inspiring classes taught by top-ranked professors, academic advisors who will guide
them to a prestigious job or graduate school, and an environment where learning flourishes outside the
classroom as much asit does in lecture halls. Unfortunately, most of these freshmen soon learn that academic
lifeis not what they imagined. Classes are taught by overworked graduate students and adjuncts rather than
seasoned faculty members, undergrads receive minimal attention from advisors or administrators, and
potentially valuable campus resources remain outside their grasp.

Andrew Roberts Thinking Student’s Guide to College hel ps students take charge of their university
experience by providing a blueprint they can follow to achieve their educational goals—whether at public or
private schools, large research universities or small liberal arts colleges. An inside look penned by a
professor at Northwestern University, this book offers concrete tips on choosing a college, selecting classes,
deciding on amajor, interacting with faculty, and applying to graduate school. Here, Roberts exposes the
secrets of the ivory tower to reveal what motivates professors, where to find loopholes in university
bureaucracy, and most importantly, how to get a personalized education. Based on interviews with faculty
and cutting-edge educational research, The Thinking Student’s Guide to College is a necessary handbook for
students striving to excel academically, creatively, and personally during their undergraduate years.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Andrew Roberts has alight touch, gives students excellent advice, and writes in a direct, engaging style.
What | find particularly interesting is the perspective from which he counsels students, that of a serious
academic who seems fully dedicated to his profession despite what he sees as its flaws and who knows his
way around a university. A student who took histips to heart could hardly go wrong, for Professor Roberts
adviceis based on good, solid academic values.”

(Michael Koppisch, Michigan State University 2010-02-04)

“The Thinking Student’ s Guide to College addresses a neglected topic with force and persuasiveness. This
valuable book, aimed at high achieving students at selective universities who want to get a quality education,
offers genuinely practical advice. By addressing students directly, drawing on his experience and
observationsin academic life, Andrew Roberts provides an accessible and credible account of how to make
college a valuable experience educationally.”

(Michael McPherson, President of the Spencer Foundation, former president of Macalester College 2010-02-
05)

"Every sdlective college offers a high quality academic experience to the student who knows how to get it,
but none give you a map, let alone instructions. Andrew Roberts has written the perfect travel guide to the
best things on offer: an undergraduate who took just athird of his advice would double the value of her time
in college. Every prospective freshman should read this book, and every parent of a prospective freshman
has to read it. Easy and fun to read, with pages of advice."

(Harry Brighouse, University of Wisconsin 2010-03-25)

“Infact | don’t currently have a copy of the book, because each copy | get goes to the next high school senior
who walks through the door (which an alarming number of them seem to be doing these days). As suggested
by this, 75 Tips would be agreat Christmas present for the college-bound high school seniors and college
freshmen of your acquaintance.”

(Crooked Timber 2010-11-28)

“1 want to nominate a book for this summer's college reading lists that | think represents the best possible
selection: The Thinking Student’s Guide to College: 75 Tips for Getting a Better Education. Andrew Roberts,
an assistant professor of political science at Northwestern University, wrote this great book that can help

students sgqueeze far more value out of their college years than any other book that I've read.”

(Lynne O'Shaughnessy U.S. News and World Report)

About the Author

Andrew Robertsis assistant professor of political science at Northwestern University and fellow at the



Institute for Policy Research. Heis the author of The Quality of Democracy in Eastern Europe: Public
Preferences and Policy Reforms.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Proctor:

The book untitled The Thinking Student's Guide to College: 75 Tips for Getting a Better Education (Chicago
Guidesto Academic Life) isthe e-book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of The Thinking Student's Guide to
College: 75 Tips for Getting a Better Education (Chicago Guides to Academic Life) from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Cleveland Whes€ler:

Often the book The Thinking Student's Guide to College: 75 Tips for Getting a Better Education (Chicago
Guidesto Academic Life) has alot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Shawn Proctor:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Thinking Student's Guide to College: 75 Tips for
Getting a Better Education (Chicago Guides to Academic Life) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

CatherineLyons:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Thinking Student's Guide to College: 75
Tips for Getting a Better Education (Chicago Guides to Academic Life) was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. Aswe know that book The Thinking Student's Guide to College: 75 Tipsfor Getting a
Better Education (Chicago Guidesto Academic Life) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
S0, not at al of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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