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Varioudy funny, frightening, poignant, and exhilarating, these collected stories
displays the best American writers at the peak of their powers and the national
narrative at its most eloguent, truthful, and inventive.

The thirty-three stories in this volume prove that American short fiction maybe
be our most distinctive national art form. As selected and introduced by Tobias
Wolff, they also make up an alternate map of the United States that represents
not just geography but narrative traditions, cultural heritage, and divergent
approaches.

Contributors and storiesinclude: Mary Gaitskill, "A Romantic Weekend"; Andre
Dubus, "The Fat Girl"; Tim O'Brien, "The Things They Carried"; Raymond
Carver, "Cathedral"; Joyce Carol Oates, "Where Are Y ou Going, Where Have
You Been?'; Mona Simpson, "Lawns'; Ann Beattie, "A Vintage Thunderbird”;
JamaicaKincaid, "Girl"; Stuart Dybek, "Chopin in Water"; Ron Hansen,
"Wickedness"; Denis Johnson, "Emergency"; Edward P. Jones, "The First Day";
John L'Heureux, "Departures'; Ralph Lombreglia, "Men Under Water"; Robert
Olmstead, "Cody's Story"; Jayne Anne Phillips, "Home"; Susan Power,
"Moonwalk"; Amy Tan, "Rules of the Game"; Stephanie Vaughn, "Dog
Heaven"; Joy Williams, "Train"; Dorothy Allison, "River of Names'; Richard
Bausch, "All The Way in Flagstaff, Arizona"; and more.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Editor Wolff (ThisBoy's Life, LJ 1/89) describes the stories he selected for this volume as representing a
reaction to the postmodern, self-conscious fictional attitude emerging from the Sixties. Realistic and
convincing, these voices of the past decade and a half create a sense of kinship that remains with readers as
insistently as do their own memories. This collection gives us 33 well-chosen stories. Side by side with
classics by favorite writers-Raymond Carver, Ann Beattie, Richard Ford-are recent contributions by Dennis
Johnson, Allan Gurganus, Thom Jones, and others. While these diverse stories defy categorization as an
identifiable trend in writing, they do share exuberance and clarity, offering depictions of often painful
contemporary situations softened by humor and honesty. Highly recommended.

Eleanor Mitchell Arizona Sate Univ., West Phoenix

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

For an enthralling collection that includes such classics as Raymond Carver's "Cathedral,” "The Fat Girl" by
Andre Dubus, "A Vintage Thunderbird" by Ann Beattie, and the more recent "Rules of the Game" from Amy
Tan's book The Joy Luck Club, Wolff has selected finely crafted stories by writers at the peak of their form.
In addition, Kate Braverman's contribution is a consummate example of the intensely realized situations all
these stories unfailingly deliver. Her protagonist's powerful attraction to Lenny, a sleazy yet seductive hood,
demonstrates a capacity for self-destruction that reverberates long after reading "Tall Tales from the Mekong
Delta." These satisfying stories validate the robust state of affairs of contemporary short fiction. Alice Joyce

From Kirkus Reviews

If there is anything other than the nationality of their authors that unites these stories, it isa disinterest in
postmodern formal athleticism. Editor Wolff (This Boy's Life, 1988, etc.) has chosen stories, not fictions.

Y ou will find no John Barth here, no Robert Coover, no Donald Barthelme. What you get is Dorothy
Allison, Richard Bausch, and Ann Beattie; Raymond Carver, Mary Gaitskill, and Ralph Lombreglia. Some
voices--Thom Jones, Denis Johnson, John Edgar Wideman--are more idiosyncratic than others, but this
collection is solid meat-and-potatoes fare. It's tempting to read some cultural significance into Wolff's
selections and omissions. Maybe he's trying to distinguish American virtues of simplicity and directness
from such alien vices as complexity and obliquity. Then again, maybe he just likes the stories. (Author tour)
-- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Conner:

The book The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like abook The Vintage
Book of Contemporary American Short Stories? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim in which book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The
Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories has simple shape but you know: it has great and


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by available and read aguide. So it isvery
wonderful.

Joyce Coolidge:

This The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. That The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories can bring any time you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even phone. This The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories having great arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Anderson Austin:

Often the book The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. In case
you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Vintage Book of
Contemporary American Short Stories is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Therese Webb:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories we can acquire more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The Vintage Book of Contemporary
American Short Stories. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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