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'Economics has a very strong paradigm, grounded in rational choice behavior
and concepts of equilibrium in markets. But it has its weaknesses. These were
never more apparent than in recent years after the failure to predict, or even
understand the financial crisis of 2007-8 and the subsequent crisis of the euro.
Exactly what these weaknesses are is of course the subject of much debate. But
the crisis and the associated failures of the dominant paradigm have had at least
one salutary side effect, of providing room for other ways of thinking to come
forward and to be heard. This volume focuses on alternative approaches to
public economics. It surveys a number of alternative approaches, and also
provides some unusual perspectives. It includes contributions by well known
economists such as Giorgio Brosio and Pierre Salmon, and a chapter by Coco
and Fedeli employing a Marxian economic approach to public economics. Some
of the chapters are very novel, including two chapters on cognitive dissonance
and one on the role of memory in modeling cycles of extreme events. There are
also chapters on Austrian economics. And there is a welcome discussion of
economic approaches to religion and values, including a chapter on religion by
the distinguished economist Dennis Mueller, and contributions on the role of
values and ethics in politics and public economics. All in all, the book provides a
most welcome sourcebook of new and sometimes very different ways of thinking
about public economics.'
- Ronald Wintrobe, Western University

This comprehensive and thought-provoking Handbook reviews public sector
economics from pluralist perspectives that either complement or reach beyond
mainstream views.

The book takes a comprehensive interdisciplinary approach, drawing on
economic elements in the fields of philosophy, sociology, psychology, history
and law. The expert contributors present new methodological approaches across
these disciplines in five distinct sections:

- 'Revisiting the Theoretical Foundations' compares and contrasts Austrians,
Marxists, public choice theorists and Keynesians
- 'Revisiting the Values' is concerned with justice, welfare, religions and civil
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rights
- 'Beyond Rationalistic Rational Choice' includes chapters devoted to memory,
information and group motivation
- The final sections on 'Optimal Government and Government Failure' and
'Public Economics of Public Bads' deal with competition among governments,
their suboptimal size, regulation, corruption, the informal economy, cognitive
dissonance, rent seeking, the UN and criminal cycles.

Academics, researchers and students with an interest in economics - particularly
public sector economics and Austrian economics - and public policy will find this
Handbook to be an invaluable reference tool.

Contributors: F. Acacia, J. Alm, G. Brady, G. Brosio, M. Caputo, M. Casson, G.
Coco, M. Cubel Sanchez, S. Fedeli, M. Florio, F. Forte, N. Goldschmit, A.
Habisch, M. Holler, J. Huerta de Soto, J.P. Jimenez, A. Koziashvili, M.A.
Leroch, C. Magazzino, M. Mantovani, D. Montolio, R. Mudami, D.C. Mueller,
S. Nitzan, D.M.A. Patti, P. Salin, P. Salmon, F. Sobbrio, V. Tanzi, Y. Tobol,
B.A. Wickström, R. Zanola
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'Economics has a very strong paradigm, grounded in rational choice behavior and concepts of equilibrium
in markets. But it has its weaknesses. These were never more apparent than in recent years after the failure
to predict, or even understand the financial crisis of 2007-8 and the subsequent crisis of the euro. Exactly
what these weaknesses are is of course the subject of much debate. But the crisis and the associated failures
of the dominant paradigm have had at least one salutary side effect, of providing room for other ways of
thinking to come forward and to be heard. This volume focuses on alternative approaches to public
economics. It surveys a number of alternative approaches, and also provides some unusual perspectives. It
includes contributions by well known economists such as Giorgio Brosio and Pierre Salmon, and a chapter
by Coco and Fedeli employing a Marxian economic approach to public economics. Some of the chapters are
very novel, including two chapters on cognitive dissonance and one on the role of memory in modeling
cycles of extreme events. There are also chapters on Austrian economics. And there is a welcome discussion
of economic approaches to religion and values, including a chapter on religion by the distinguished
economist Dennis Mueller, and contributions on the role of values and ethics in politics and public
economics. All in all, the book provides a most welcome sourcebook of new and sometimes very different
ways of thinking about public economics.'
- Ronald Wintrobe, Western University

This comprehensive and thought-provoking Handbook reviews public sector economics from pluralist
perspectives that either complement or reach beyond mainstream views.

The book takes a comprehensive interdisciplinary approach, drawing on economic elements in the fields of
philosophy, sociology, psychology, history and law. The expert contributors present new methodological
approaches across these disciplines in five distinct sections:

- 'Revisiting the Theoretical Foundations' compares and contrasts Austrians, Marxists, public choice theorists
and Keynesians
- 'Revisiting the Values' is concerned with justice, welfare, religions and civil rights
- 'Beyond Rationalistic Rational Choice' includes chapters devoted to memory, information and group
motivation
- The final sections on 'Optimal Government and Government Failure' and 'Public Economics of Public Bads'
deal with competition among governments, their suboptimal size, regulation, corruption, the informal
economy, cognitive dissonance, rent seeking, the UN and criminal cycles.

Academics, researchers and students with an interest in economics - particularly public sector economics and
Austrian economics - and public policy will find this Handbook to be an invaluable reference tool.

Contributors: F. Acacia, J. Alm, G. Brady, G. Brosio, M. Caputo, M. Casson, G. Coco, M. Cubel Sanchez,
S. Fedeli, M. Florio, F. Forte, N. Goldschmit, A. Habisch, M. Holler, J. Huerta de Soto, J.P. Jimenez, A.
Koziashvili, M.A. Leroch, C. Magazzino, M. Mantovani, D. Montolio, R. Mudami, D.C. Mueller, S. Nitzan,
D.M.A. Patti, P. Salin, P. Salmon, F. Sobbrio, V. Tanzi, Y. Tobol, B.A. Wickström, R. Zanola
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Editorial Review

Review
'A Handbook of Alternative Theories of Public Economics edited by Francesco Forte with co-editors seeks
to rejuvenate public economics by examining the relevance of schools of economics which compete with the
current mainstream. The approaches of public choice, Austrian, Marxian, supply side economics, and new
institutional schools are contrasted to the neo-Keynesians and the new political economics. The Handbook
highlights features of these schools and points out their long neglected importance in understanding the
political economy of the public sector. The Handbook is an insightful, unconventional and imaginative book
well worth reading by public choice experts, public sector analysts and practitioners.' -- Gordon Tullock,
formerly of George Mason University School of Law, US 'A Handbook of Alternative Theories of Public
Economics is especially welcome because it gathers studies on the problems of public economics from
widely different angles. Long gone is the time when it was enough to study Musgrave to be up to date in the
economics of government and social welfare. The field is now hotly disputed, so that this Handbook will
prove informative about parts of the literature of which the specialist may be unaware. Prof. Forte, the
principal editor, is co-author of four empirical studies on questions of the size, the finance and some
particular effects of government. One of these is within a section on "Public bads" that includes articles on
corruption and the informal economy not usually found in texts on public economics. There are essays
extending the research programme of the Austrian School on the State to cycle theory and the euro. No less
interesting are the articles on government failure. For me the collection has proved especially interesting for
the number of essays on justice, fairness, utility and rationality: it is very convenient to have the different
approaches to these contentious questions treated with no attempt to paper over the cracks.' -- Pedro
Schwartz, San Pablo University, Madrid, Spain 'Economics has a very strong paradigm, grounded in rational
choice behavior and concepts of equilibrium in markets. But it has its weaknesses. These were never more
apparent than in recent years after the failure to predict, or even understand the financial crisis of 2007-8 and
the subsequent crisis of the euro. Exactly what these weaknesses are is of course the subject of much debate.
But the crisis and the associated failures of the dominant paradigm have had at least one salutary side effect,
of providing room for other ways of thinking to come forward and to be heard. This volume focuses on
alternative approaches to public economics. It surveys a number of alternative approaches, and also provides
some unusual perspectives. It includes contributions by well known economists such as Giorgio Brosio and
Pierre Salmon, and a chapter by Coco and Fedeli employing a Marxian economic approach to public
economics. Some of the chapters are very novel, including two chapters on cognitive dissonance and one on
the role of memory in modeling cycles of extreme events. There are also chapters on Austrian economics.
And there is a welcome discussion of economic approaches to religion and values, including a chapter on
religion by the distinguished economist Dennis Mueller, and contributions on the role of values and ethics in
politics and public economics. All in all, the book provides a most welcome sourcebook of new and
sometimes very different ways of thinking about public economics.' -- Ronald Wintrobe, Western University,
Canada

About the Author
Edited by Francesco Forte, Emeritus Professor of Public Economics, Department of Economics and Law,
Sapienza - University of Rome, Italy, Ram Mudambi, Professor and Perelman Senior Research Fellow of
Strategic Management, Department of Strategic Management, Fox School of Business, Temple University,
US and Pietro Maria Navarra, Professor of Economics of the Public Sector and Chancellor, University of
Messina, Italy and Visiting Professor of Economics and Philosophy at the University of Pennsylvania, US



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matilda Greiner:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Handbook of Alternative Theories of Public
Economics (Elgar Original Reference) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

George Thomas:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name A Handbook of
Alternative Theories of Public Economics (Elgar Original Reference) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled A Handbook of Alternative Theories of
Public Economics (Elgar Original Reference)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Amado Spieker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this A Handbook of Alternative Theories of Public Economics (Elgar Original Reference), it is possible to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a publication.

Beulah Scherr:

Why? Because this A Handbook of Alternative Theories of Public Economics (Elgar Original Reference) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being



you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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