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Is man truly the measure of al things? If so, then perhaps that very premise
accounts for our nation's congtitutional ills.

In awide-ranging study based on legal history, political theory, and philosophical
concepts going all the way back to Plato, Robert Clinton seeks to challenge
current faith in an activist judiciary. Claiming that a human-centered Constitution
leads to government by reductive moral theory and illegitimate judicial review,
he advocates a return to traditional jurisprudence and a God-centered
Constitution grounded in English common law and its precedents.

Building upon his widely-discussed work Marbury v. Madison and Judicial
Review, in which he urged the need for greater judicial accountability, Clinton
reviews the transformation of legal traditions through the "Marbury Myth" and
advocates a jurisprudence that would constrain capricious judicial interpretation
by re-establishing traditional methods of legal analysis and rules of precedent. He
seeks to ground constitutional theory in common law reasoning, and to ground
common law reasoning in a naturalistic jurisprudence—conceived along
Thomistic lines—that presupposes a transcendent source of legal order in the
world.

Clinton argues that his proposed reorientation is superior to today's most
influential approaches to constitutional interpretation, particularly academic
moralism and subjective intentionalism. His account of the doctrine of original
intention particularly helps to clarify an issue that has until now received much
political attention but little scholarly analysisthat is not already associated with
these prevailing approaches.

God and Man in the Law joins aliterature that stands at the intersection of
political science and the study of law and will enlighten scholars who study
constitutional mattersin both fields. By focusing on the relation between judicial
review and constitutional interpretation, it challenges judges to reclaim the
traditions of the past for the sake of democracy's future.
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In awide-ranging study based on legal history, political theory, and philosophical concepts going al the way
back to Plato, Robert Clinton seeks to challenge current faith in an activist judiciary. Claiming that a human-
centered Constitution leads to government by reductive moral theory and illegitimate judicial review, he
advocates areturn to traditional jurisprudence and a God-centered Constitution grounded in English common
law and its precedents.

Building upon his widely-discussed work Marbury v. Madison and Judicial Review, in which he urged the
need for greater judicial accountability, Clinton reviews the transformation of legal traditions through the
"Marbury Myth" and advocates a jurisprudence that would constrain capricious judicia interpretation by re-
establishing traditional methods of legal analysis and rules of precedent. He seeks to ground constitutional
theory in common law reasoning, and to ground common law reasoning in a naturalistic
jurisprudence—conceived along Thomistic lines—that presupposes a transcendent source of legal order in
the world.

Clinton argues that his proposed reorientation is superior to today's most influential approachesto
constitutional interpretation, particularly academic moralism and subjective intentionalism. His account of
the doctrine of original intention particularly helps to clarify an issue that has until now received much
political attention but little scholarly analysis that is not already associated with these prevailing approaches.

God and Man in the Law joins aliterature that stands at the intersection of political science and the study of
law and will enlighten scholars who study constitutional matters in both fields. By focusing on the relation
between judicial review and constitutional interpretation, it challenges judges to reclaim the traditions of the
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Editorial Review

Review

"An extraordinarily imaginative, wide-ranging, and even daring effort to provide foundations for a more
traditional conception of constitutional interpretation and judicial review."—Christopher Wolfe, author of
The Rise of Modern Judicial Review "Clinton’s remarkable pathbreaking study cogently argues the centrality
of the experience of divine reality to the American constitutional system. It will be required reading for all
lawyers, jurists, philosophers, historians, theologians, and political scientists who wish to grasp the character,
disabilities, and conditions for the health of our republic's constitutional order. Insightful, deeply meditated,
and lucidly written, this book is an uncommon treat."—Ellis Sandoz, author of A Government of Laws"A
far-reaching philosophical defense of traditional jurisprudence that provides a much-needed antidote to those
who have faith in an activist judiciary leading democracy to new planes of moral and legal decision
making."—Lane V. Sunderland, author of Popular Government and the Supreme Court "This book could
not be more timely. Clinton deftly unpacks every foundational controversy in constitutional law and
interpretation, instructs usin history, and so speaks lucidly to the current debate over the nature and
legitimacy of judicial power. Histhesisis provocative-and, in the essentias, right."—Graham Walker,
author of Moral Foundations of Constitutional Thought

From the Back Cover

"An extraordinarily imaginative, wide-ranging, and even daring effort to provide foundations for amore
traditional conception of constitutional interpretation and judicial review."--Christopher Wolfe, author of The
Rise of Modern Judicial Review

"Clinton's remarkable pathbreaking study cogently argues the centrality of the experience of divine reality to
the American constitutional system. It will be required reading for all lawyers, jurists, philosophers,
historians, theologians, and political scientists who wish to grasp the character, disabilities, and conditions
for the health of our republic's constitutional order. Insightful, deeply meditated, and lucidly written, this
book is an uncommon treat."--Ellis Sandoz, author of A Government of Laws

"A far-reaching philosophical defense of traditional jurisprudence that provides a much-needed antidote to
those who have faith in an activist judiciary leading democracy to new planes of moral and legal decision
making."--Lane V. Sunderland, author of Popular Government and the Supreme Court

"This book could not be more timely. Clinton deftly unpacks every foundational controversy in
constitutional law and interpretation, instructs us in history, and so speaks lucidly to the current debate over
the nature and legitimacy of judicial power. Histhesisis provocative-and, in the essentials, right."--Graham
Walker, author of Moral Foundations of Constitutional Thought

About the Author
Rabert Lowry Clinton is associate professor and director of graduate studies in the department of political
science at Southern Illinois University and author of Marbury v. Madison and Judicial Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Janice Delarosa;

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled God and Man in the Law: The Foundations of Anglo-
American Constitutionalism. Try to the actual book God and Man in the Law: The Foundations of Anglo-
American Constitutionalism as your close friend. It meansthat it can being your friend when you experience
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Roxanne Harrelson:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this God and Man in the Law: The Foundations of Anglo-American Constitutionalism.

Walter Blankenship:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test ook for book,
may be the guide untitled God and Man in the Law: The Foundations of Anglo-American Constitutionalism
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Robert Howard:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book God and Man in the Law: The Foundations of Anglo-American
Constitutionalism was filled about science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big selling point of abook, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike
right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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