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Brasil Island, better known as Hy Brasil, is a phantom island. In the fourteenth
century Mediterranean mapmakers marked it on nautical charts to the west of
Ireland, and its continued presence on maps over the next six hundred years
inspired enterprising seafarers to sail across the Atlantic in search of it. Writers,
too, fell for its lure. While English writers envisioned the island as a place of
commercial and colonial interest, artists and poets in Ireland fashioned it into a
fairyland of Celtic lore. This pioneering study first traces the cartographic history
of Brasil Island and examines its impact on English maritime exploration and
literature. It investigates the Gaelicization process that the island underwent in
nineteenth century and how it became associated with St Brendan. Finally, it
pursues the Brasil Island trope in modern literature, the arts and popular culture.
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Brasil Island, better known as Hy Brasil, is a phantom island. In the fourteenth century Mediterranean
mapmakers marked it on nautical charts to the west of Ireland, and its continued presence on maps over the
next six hundred years inspired enterprising seafarers to sail across the Atlantic in search of it. Writers, too,
fell for its lure. While English writers envisioned the island as a place of commercial and colonial interest,
artists and poets in Ireland fashioned it into a fairyland of Celtic lore. This pioneering study first traces the
cartographic history of Brasil Island and examines its impact on English maritime exploration and literature.
It investigates the Gaelicization process that the island underwent in nineteenth century and how it became
associated with St Brendan. Finally, it pursues the Brasil Island trope in modern literature, the arts and
popular culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
This work provides a very good, well-rounded documentation on Hy-Brasil [Hy-Brasil is an island, reputed
to lie off the Irish Coast, or maybe off the American coast, or somewhere in between] that is enjoyable to
read, filled with compelling concepts and details, and that will be useful in studies from a variety of
disciplines and to a wide audience [including historians, map historians, cultural anthropologists, as well as
to those engaged in medieval or seventeenth century studies The writing is interesting and each point is
developed well. - David J. Bertuca, Map and GIS Librarian, University at Buffalo, in: The Globe (Journal of
The Australian and New Zealand Map Society Inc.), No. 74, 2014
voor wie wil weten hoe een kartografische vergissing een rol kan spelen in de vorming van een nationale
identiteit, en hoe de wens daarbij soms de vader van de gedachte kan zijn, is dit boek fascinerende lectuur. -
Pieter Jan Klapwijk, in: Caert-Thresoor 33.1 (2014), pp. 28-29 (.." This book is a fascinating read for those
interested to know how cartographic mistakes can play a role in the creation of a national identity, showing
how the wish can be father to the thought.") - Pieter Jan Klapwijk, Caert-Thresoor 2014 33.1. pp. 28-29.
"The great merit of Freitag s study lies in disentangling and transparently representing the various narratives
[of Brasil Island] which turned a cartographic error into a cultural icon. [ ] Because of their sober and lucid
but never dismissive deconstruction, Freitag s study deserves to be read." - Jurgen Kramer (Dortmund), in
International Journal of Maritime History Vol.XXV.2 2013, pp. 300-2."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

This Hy Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to Celtic Elysium (Textxet:
Studies in Comparative Literature) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Hy
Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to Celtic Elysium (Textxet: Studies in
Comparative Literature) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Hy Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to Celtic
Elysium (Textxet: Studies in Comparative Literature) can bring any time you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Hy Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to Celtic Elysium (Textxet: Studies in
Comparative Literature) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Thelma Price:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Hy
Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to Celtic Elysium (Textxet: Studies in
Comparative Literature) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Hy Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to Celtic Elysium



(Textxet: Studies in Comparative Literature)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Robert Bell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them is this Hy Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to Celtic Elysium
(Textxet: Studies in Comparative Literature).

Eric Kinlaw:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled Hy Brasil: The Metamorphosis of an Island: From Cartographic Error to
Celtic Elysium (Textxet: Studies in Comparative Literature) can be good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.
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