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BONUS FEATURE: Afterword read by the author

A Harlem drugstore owner was shot and killed in his store, and the word is that
16-year-old Steve Harmon served as the lookout. Was he involved or was he
simply in the wrong place at the wrong time? An amateur filmmaker, Steve
transcribes his trial into a movie script, showing scene by scene how his life was
turned around in an instant.

FADE IN: INTERIOR: Early morning in CELL BLOCK D, MANHATTAN
DETENTION CENTER.

Steve (Voice-Over): Sometimes I feel like I have walked into the middle of a
movie. Maybe I can make my own movie. The film will be the story of my life.
No, not my life, but of this experience. I'll call it what the lady prosecutor called
me...Monster.

FADE IN: INTERIOR COURT. A guard sits at a desk behind STEVE. KATHY
O’BRIEN, STEVE’s lawyer, is all business as she talks to STEVE.

O’BRIEN
Let me make sure you understand what’s going on. Both you and this King
character are on trial for felony murder. Felony murder is as serious as it
gets….When you’re in court, you sit there and pay attention. You let the jury
know that you think the case is as serious as they do….

STEVE
You think we’re going to win?

O’BRIEN (seriously)
It probably depends on what you mean by “win.”

“The production is recorded as a full-cast dramatization, and it's difficult to
imagine how it might have been accomplished more effectively. A superb
recording of an intriguing work.”—AudioFile Earphones Award Winner
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve Harmon for his supposed role in the fatal shooting
of a convenience-store owner. But was Steve really the lookout who gave the "all clear" to the murderer, or
was he just in the wrong place at the wrong time? In this innovative novel by Walter Dean Myers, the reader
becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve's life. To calm his nerves as he sits in the courtroom,
aspiring filmmaker Steve chronicles the proceedings in movie script format. Interspersed throughout his
screenplay are journal writings that provide insight into Steve's life before the murder and his feelings about
being held in prison during the trial. "They take away your shoelaces and your belt so you can't kill yourself
no matter how bad it is. I guess making you live is part of the punishment."

Myers, known for the inner-city classic Motown and Didi (first published in 1984), proves with Monster that
he has kept up with both the struggles and the lingo of today's teens. Steve is an adolescent caught up in the
violent circumstances of an adult world--a situation most teens can relate to on some level. Readers will no
doubt be attracted to the novel's handwriting-style typeface, emphasis on dialogue, and fast-paced courtroom
action. By weaving together Steve's journal entries and his script, Myers has given the first-person voice a
new twist and added yet another worthy volume to his already admirable body of work. (Ages 12 and older)
--Jennifer Hubert

From School Library Journal
Grade 7 Up-Steve Harmon, 16, is accused of serving as a lookout for a robbery of a Harlem drugstore. The
owner was shot and killed, and now Steve is in prison awaiting trial for murder. From there, he tells about his
case and his incarceration. Many elements of this story are familiar, but Myers keeps it fresh and alive by
telling it from an unusual perspective. Steve, an amateur filmmaker, recounts his experiences in the form of a
movie screenplay. His striking scene-by-scene narrative of how his life has dramatically changed is riveting.
Interspersed within the script are diary entries in which the teen vividly describes the nightmarish conditions
of his confinement. Myers expertly presents the many facets of his protagonist's character and readers will
find themselves feeling both sympathy and repugnance for him. Steve searches deep within his soul to prove
to himself that he is not the "monster" the prosecutor presented him as to the jury. Ultimately, he reconnects
with his humanity and regains a moral awareness that he had lost. Christopher Myers's superfluous black-
and-white drawings are less successful. Their grainy, unfocused look complements the cinematic quality of
the text, but they do little to enhance the story. Monster will challenge readers with difficult questions, to
which there are no definitive answers. In some respects, the novel is reminiscent of Virginia Walter's Making
Up Megaboy (DK Ink, 1998), another book enriched by its ambiguity. Like it, Monster lends itself well to
classroom or group discussion. It's an emotionally charged story that readers will find compelling and
disturbing.
Edward Sullivan, New York Public Library
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Myers combines an innovative format, complex moral issues, and an intriguingly sympathetic but flawed
protagonist in this cautionary tale of a 16-year-old on trial for felony murder. Steve Harmon is accused of
acting as lookout for a robbery that left a victim dead; if convicted, Steve could serve 25 years to life.
Although it is clear that Steve did participate in the robbery, his level of involvement is questionable, leaving
protagonist and reader to grapple with the question of his guilt. An amateur filmmaker, Steve tells his story
in a combination of film script and journal. The "handwritten" font of the journal entries effectively uses
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boldface and different sizes of type to emphasize particular passages. The film script contains minimal
jargon, explaining camera angles (CU, POV, etc.) when each term first appears. Myers' son Christopher
provides the black-and-white photos, often cropped and digitally altered, that complement the text. Script
and journal together create a fascinating portrait of a terrified young man wrestling with his conscience. The
tense drama of the courtroom scenes will enthrall readers, but it is the thorny moral questions raised in
Steve's journal that will endure in readers' memories. Although descriptions of the robbery and prison life are
realistic and not overly graphic, the subject matter is more appropriate for high-school-age than younger
readers. Debbie Carton

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer
that question since just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Monster to read.

James Rose:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Monster suitable
to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Monsteris the
one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world in this book.

Sergio Terry:

The e-book untitled Monster is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Monster from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Deanna Thompson:

Beside this kind of Monster in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Monster because this book offers to



your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well
as read it from currently!
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