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The classic images of Iranian nomads in circulation today and in years past
suggest that Western awareness of nomadism is a phenomenon of considerable
antiquity. Though nomadism has certainly been a key feature of Iranian history, it
has not been in the way most modern archaeologists have envisaged it.
Nomadism in Iran recasts our understanding of this "timeless" tradition.

Far from constituting a natural adaptation on the Iranian Plateau, nomadism is a
comparatively late introduction, which can only be understood within the context
of certain political circumstances. Since the early Holocene, most, if not all,
agricultural communities in Iran had kept herds of sheep and goat, but the
communities themselves were sedentary: only a few of their members were
required to move with the herds seasonally. Though the arrival of Iranian
speaking groups, attested in written sources beginning in the time of Herodutus,
began to change the demography of the plateau, it wasn't until later in the
eleventh century that an influx of Turkic speaking Oghuz nomadic groups--"true"
nomads of the steppe--began the modification of the demography of the Iranian
Plateau that accelerated with the Mongol conquest. The massive, unprecedented
violence of this invasion effected the widespread distribution of largely Turkic-
speaking nomadic groups across Iran. Thus, what has been interpreted in the past
as an enduring pattern of nomadic land use is, by archaeological standards, very
recent. Iran's demographic profile since the eleventh century AD, and more
particularly in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, has been used by some
scholars as a proxy for ancient social organization. Nomadism in Iran argues that
this modernist perspective distorts the historical reality of the land. Assembling a
wealth of material in several languages and disciplines, Nomadism in Iran will be
invaluable to archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians of the Middle East
and Central Asia.
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The classic images of Iranian nomads in circulation today and in years past suggest that Western awareness
of nomadism is a phenomenon of considerable antiquity. Though nomadism has certainly been a key feature
of Iranian history, it has not been in the way most modern archaeologists have envisaged it. Nomadism in
Iran recasts our understanding of this "timeless" tradition.

Far from constituting a natural adaptation on the Iranian Plateau, nomadism is a comparatively late
introduction, which can only be understood within the context of certain political circumstances. Since the
early Holocene, most, if not all, agricultural communities in Iran had kept herds of sheep and goat, but the
communities themselves were sedentary: only a few of their members were required to move with the herds
seasonally. Though the arrival of Iranian speaking groups, attested in written sources beginning in the time
of Herodutus, began to change the demography of the plateau, it wasn't until later in the eleventh century that
an influx of Turkic speaking Oghuz nomadic groups--"true" nomads of the steppe--began the modification of
the demography of the Iranian Plateau that accelerated with the Mongol conquest. The massive,
unprecedented violence of this invasion effected the widespread distribution of largely Turkic-speaking
nomadic groups across Iran. Thus, what has been interpreted in the past as an enduring pattern of nomadic
land use is, by archaeological standards, very recent. Iran's demographic profile since the eleventh century
AD, and more particularly in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, has been used by some scholars as a
proxy for ancient social organization. Nomadism in Iran argues that this modernist perspective distorts the
historical reality of the land. Assembling a wealth of material in several languages and disciplines,
Nomadism in Iran will be invaluable to archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians of the Middle East and
Central Asia.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Nomadism in Iran stands as a magisterial synthesis of the role of nomadism from Iran's pre-history through
the 20th century. Based upon critical and exhaustive reading of material and textual evidence, this path-
breaking book challenges our thinking as it clearly narrates and analyzes the fundamental changes in
nomadism over the course of that long history." --G. R. Garthwaite, Dartmouth College

"Daniel Potts has produced a masterly history of nomadism in Iran since prehistoric times. His demolition of
archaeological orthodoxies is impressive: in particular, he shows that nomadism came to Iran millennia later
than supposed, and that reconstructing ancient nomadic societies by extrapolating from recent ethnographic
studies is methodologically invalid and highly misleading." --Richard Tapper, SOAS, University of London

About the Author

D. T. Potts is Professor of Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology at the Institute for the Study of the Ancient
World, New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular
Nomadism in Iran: From Antiquity to the Modern Era to read.

Grace McClellan:

This book untitled Nomadism in Iran: From Antiquity to the Modern Era to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.



Tony You:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Nomadism in Iran:
From Antiquity to the Modern Era that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Nomadism in Iran: From
Antiquity to the Modern Era become your current starter.

Casey Larsen:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Nomadism in Iran: From Antiquity to the Modern Era provide you with new
experience in examining a book.
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