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This book describes and discusses research methods for four alternative
paradigms. These methodol ogies are organized according to the stages of a
generalist model of social work practice. In my first book on Social Work
Research Methods (Morris, 2006) | introduced the idea that social workers can
carry out research in amore liberated fashion than is usually outlined in most
research methods text books. | gave a philosophical, theoretical, historical and
practical foundation for implementing research from four aternative
perspectives: positivism, post positivism, critical theory, and constructivism. As
well asintroducing these paradigms, | integrated research methodol ogies with
socia work practice by trandating the steps of the generalist, social work,
practice model (engagement, assessment, planning, implementation, evaluation,
termination and follow up) into the research process (research focus, design, data
collection, data analysis, data interpretation, and communication and
dissemination of findings). | divided that book into four parts according to each
paradigm with a fifth part that addressed cross cutting issues such as ethics,
diversity, politics, and technology. This book updates and reorganizes these ideas
and methods so that the flow of the discussion more closely parallels the flow of
the research process. Instead of being organized according to the paradigms, it is
organized according to the stages of the research process. Also, to assist with
instruction on this new organization, there are additional resources that contain
power point dides, full texts of example student studies using these approaches,
test questions, and other supplementary materials. These can be accessed by
contacting me at tmorris@csusb.edu | have made these changes because, after
using my first book for afew years, | realized that starting with positivism and
ending with constructivism has |eft students who are keen to learn about critical
theory and constructivism “cooling their heels’ for half of the course. Now, when
| integrate the four paradigms throughout the course, | offer a continual
comparison of those approaches as we learn about each stage of generalist
research methods. Having tried this with drafts of this book, | can honestly say
that classroom discussion has become more lively....and demanding.
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This book describes and discusses research methods for four alternative paradigms. These methodologies are
organized according to the stages of a generalist model of social work practice. In my first book on Social
Work Research Methods (Morris, 2006) | introduced the idea that social workers can carry out research in a
more liberated fashion than is usually outlined in most research methods text books. | gave a philosophical,
theoretical, historical and practical foundation for implementing research from four alternative perspectives:
positivism, post positivism, critical theory, and constructivism. Aswell asintroducing these paradigms, |
integrated research methodol ogies with social work practice by translating the steps of the generalist, social
work, practice model (engagement, assessment, planning, implementation, evaluation, termination and
follow up) into the research process (research focus, design, data collection, data analysis, data interpretation,
and communication and dissemination of findings). | divided that book into four parts according to each
paradigm with a fifth part that addressed cross cutting issues such as ethics, diversity, politics, and
technology. This book updates and reorganizes these ideas and methods so that the flow of the discussion
more closely parallels the flow of the research process. Instead of being organized according to the
paradigms, it is organized according to the stages of the research process. Also, to assist with instruction on
this new organization, there are additional resources that contain power point slides, full texts of example
student studies using these approaches, test questions, and other supplementary materials. These can be
accessed by contacting me at tmorris@csusb.edu | have made these changes because, after using my first
book for afew years, | realized that starting with positivism and ending with constructivism has | eft students
who are keen to learn about critical theory and constructivism “cooling their heels’ for half of the course.
Now, when | integrate the four paradigms throughout the course, | offer a continual comparison of those
approaches as we |learn about each stage of generalist research methods. Having tried this with drafts of this
book, | can honestly say that classroom discussion has become more lively....and demanding.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

eresaMorrisisfrom England via Australia. She worked in England and Australia as ateacher, community
worker and academic. She received her M.S.W. from the University of Hawaii and her Doctorate from UC,
Berkeley. She has written two books on research methods and published refereed articles on refugees,
research methods, professional education, and leadership. Sheis a professor Emerita at California State
University, San Bernardino where she has been a member of the faculty since 1989. For 12 years she was the
Director of the School of Social Work and currently she teaches research methods and directs the social work
distance learning program.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kyle Guthrie:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Practice Informed Research Methods for
Social Workers will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel alot more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It isfar from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with
you?

Timothy Austin:

The publication with title Practice Informed Research Methods for Social Workers contains alot of
information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That
isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Felecia Holst:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Practice Informed Research Methods for Social
Workers book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Practice Informed
Research Methods for Social Workers as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This
isone reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth senseto
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense aready alerted you so why you have to listening to yet



another sixth sense.

Theresa Callins:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
itin e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Practice Informed Research Methods for Social Workers
can give you alot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Practice Informed Research Methods for Social
Workers.
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