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Often considered irredeemably conservative, the US working class actually has a
rich history of revolt. Rebel Rank and File uncovers the hidden story of
insurgency from below against employers and union bureaucrats in the late 1960s
and 1970s. From the mid-1960s to 1981, rank-and-file workers in the United
States engaged in a level of sustained militancy not seen since the Great
Depression and World War II. Millions participated in one of the largest strike
waves in US history. There were 5,716 stoppages in 1970 alone, involving more
than 3 million workers Contract rejections, collective insubordination, sabotage,
organized slowdowns, and wildcat strikes were the order of the day. Workers
targeted much of their activity at union leaders, forming caucuses to fight for
more democratic and combative unions that would forcefully resist the mounting
offensive from employers that appeared at the end of the postwar economic
boom. It was a remarkable era in the history of US class struggle, one rich in
lessons for today's labor movement.
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in a level of sustained militancy not seen since the Great Depression and World War II. Millions participated
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the history of US class struggle, one rich in lessons for today's labor movement.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Truly shines ... By uncovering the hidden history of the 1970s, Rebel Rank and File reminds us that there is
another path to union renewal—a path firmly rooted in the workplace and motivated by visions of
transforming society.”—Joe Burns, In These Times

“An important collection ... honest and thoughtful.”—World Wide Work

“This is an unusually high-quality effort, with an all-star cast of authors, which should attract wide
interest.”—Nelson Lichtenstein, Professor of History at University of California Santa Barbara

“The chapters in this collection take the reader on a vivid journey through battlegrounds of the 1960s and
1970s where workers and employers clashed over the future of the US workplace.”—Steve Downs, Against
The Current

“Bracing and often electrifying ... A primer and a call to arms for a radical rank-and-file politics.”—Michael
Watts, Professor of Geography and Development Studies at UC Berkeley

“Extraordinary reflections.”—Mike Davis

“[A] spirited volume ... a call to arms to today’s workers and potential activists.”—K.B. Nutter, Choice

“Page after page of the remarkable militancy of rank-and-file workers.”—John Borsos, WorkingUSA

About the Author
Aaron Brenner is President of Rank & File Enterprises, a financial and labor research firm.

Robert Brenner is Director of the Center for Social Theory and Comparative History at UCLA. He is the
author of The Boom and the Bubble, Merchants and Revolution, The Economics of Global Turbulence and
co-editor of Rebel Rank and File.

Cal Winslow is Director of the Mendocino Institute and Fellow in Environmental Politics, Institute of
International Studies, UC Berkeley, and co-editor of Rebel Rank and File.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Major:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Rebel Rank and File: Labor Militancy and Revolt from Below During the
Long 1970s. Try to stumble through book Rebel Rank and File: Labor Militancy and Revolt from Below
During the Long 1970s as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside



associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Bruce Alexander:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Rebel Rank
and File: Labor Militancy and Revolt from Below During the Long 1970s, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Stacy Brooks:

The book untitled Rebel Rank and File: Labor Militancy and Revolt from Below During the Long 1970s
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Laree Drummond:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was exactly added.
This book Rebel Rank and File: Labor Militancy and Revolt from Below During the Long 1970s was filled
in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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