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The feisty mountain people of Alturas, in the Cordillera Central of Puerto Rico,
scratch and claw to survive in their beloved but devastated patch of God-given
earth. During the early 20th century one calamity after another has caused hunger
and misery to hover over this beautiful Island and its amazingly resilient people.
The colorful characters depicted in these compelling and unforgettabl e tales seek
happiness by spreading rumors, creating tales, accessing the spirit world, even
seeing the sudden apparition of aloved one. Somehow, they must pick up the
pieces of their shattered lives and continue to trudge forward with dreams and
hope. “Without dreams,” Lolatells her daughter, “it’simpossibleto live.” The
author has created a unique world in which universal themes, such as romance,
love and loss, love for one' s family and for one’'s homeland are pursued, as well
as themes more specific to some groups than to others, such as machismo and
discrimination. Tales from Alturas is Emma Chavesfirst novel. Sheimmerses us
in her narrative populated by multidimensional and realistic characters, often
complicated and unpredictable, but more importantly, drawn from her ample and
keen and ardent knowledge of the Island and her people; individuals more often
than not, found in the typical Latino world. Thisis an outstanding novel about a
colorful family chronicle of the strugglesto endure in a difficult world caught
between the past and uncertain emerging future. LatinoBooks.Net Emma
Chaves's Tales from Alturas masterfully tackles issues that often plagues certain
families, such as adultery, abortion, marital rape—which oftenislegal in the
Hispanic world—and the sexual conundrums of marital life. She examines aso
machismo and attempted homicide by enraged people, who lose control of
themselves. On the other hand, the soul of anovel isin its characters, in
“Angélicadelos Santos,” sheis alikable woman who bears children yearly, not
uncommon in the Hispanic world. We feel compassion for awoman, in
“Brunilda,” saddled with the responsibility of caring of aretarded aunt. In “Lola
the Widow Goes to Court,” Chaves relates the story of a gutsy woman meeting
the challenge of two brothersin court. Emma Chaves narrative and realistic
descriptions of the various imaginary Puerto Rican villages and unique characters
resembles the writing of Benito Pérez Galdos, particularly in Fortunatay Jacinta,
and similar to the approaches of Dickens and the French Realist novelists such as
Balzac, aswell. George Hoffman, Book Reviewer, Lector Emma Chaves was
born in Brooklyn, New Y ork, of Puerto Rican parents. Shelivedin a
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predominantly Puerto Rican neighborhood. At the age of 12 she moved with her
mother and sister to the mountain town of Lares, Puerto Rico, for health reasons.
In 1955, Emma moved to Miami, Florida, with her husband. She was the Center
Director and Community Developer for the Community Action Agency in the
predominantly Puerto Rican neighborhood of Wynwood, Miami. Emma has a
Master of Arts Degreein Liberal Studies from the University of Miami. She has
three children, four grandchildren, and a great-grandson. Emma has been active
in several Puerto Rican community organizations and was one of the founders of
the National Conference of Puerto Rican Women-Miami (NACOPRW) where
she served as president for two years.
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The feisty mountain people of Alturas, in the Cordillera Central of Puerto Rico, scratch and claw to survive
in their beloved but devastated patch of God-given earth. During the early 20th century one calamity after
another has caused hunger and misery to hover over this beautiful I1sland and its amazingly resilient people.
The colorful characters depicted in these compelling and unforgettabl e tales seek happiness by spreading
rumors, creating tales, accessing the spirit world, even seeing the sudden apparition of aloved one.
Somehow, they must pick up the pieces of their shattered lives and continue to trudge forward with dreams
and hope. “Without dreams,” Lolatells her daughter, “it'simpossible to live.” The author has created a
unique world in which universal themes, such as romance, love and loss, love for one’ s family and for one's
homeland are pursued, as well as themes more specific to some groups than to others, such as machismo and
discrimination. Talesfrom Alturas is Emma Chaves first novel. Sheimmerses usin her narrative popul ated
by multidimensional and realistic characters, often complicated and unpredictable, but more importantly,
drawn from her ample and keen and ardent knowledge of the Island and her people; individuals more often
than not, found in the typical Latino world. Thisisan outstanding novel about a colorful family chronicle of
the strugglesto endure in a difficult world caught between the past and uncertain emerging future.
LatinoBooks.Net Emma Chaves's Tales from Alturas masterfully tackles issues that often plagues certain
families, such as adultery, abortion, marital rape—which often islegal in the Hispanic world—and the sexual
conundrums of marital life. She examines also machismo and attempted homicide by enraged people, who
lose control of themselves. On the other hand, the soul of anovel isin its characters, in “Angélicade los
Santos,” sheis alikable woman who bears children yearly, not uncommon in the Hispanic world. We feel
compassion for awoman, in “Brunilda,” saddled with the responsibility of caring of aretarded aunt. In “Lola
the Widow Goesto Court,” Chaves relates the story of a gutsy woman meeting the challenge of two brothers
in court. Emma Chaves narrative and realistic descriptions of the various imaginary Puerto Rican villages
and unique characters resembl es the writing of Benito Pérez Galdés, particularly in Fortunatay Jacinta, and
similar to the approaches of Dickens and the French Realist novelists such as Balzac, as well. George
Hoffman, Book Reviewer, Lector Emma Chaves was born in Brooklyn, New Y ork, of Puerto Rican parents.
Shelived in apredominantly Puerto Rican neighborhood. At the age of 12 she moved with her mother and
sister to the mountain town of Lares, Puerto Rico, for heath reasons. In 1955, Emma moved to Miami,
Forida, with her husband. She was the Center Director and Community Developer for the Community
Action Agency in the predominantly Puerto Rican neighborhood of Wynwood, Miami. Emma has a Master
of Arts Degreein Liberal Studies from the University of Miami. She has three children, four grandchildren,
and a great-grandson. Emma has been active in several Puerto Rican community organizations and was one
of the founders of the National Conference of Puerto Rican Women-Miami (NACOPRW) where she served
as president for two years.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Georgia Hernandez:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Tales from Alturas:
The Puerto Rican Mystique suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
book untitled Tales from Alturas: The Puerto Rican Mystiqueis the one of several books which everyone
read now. Thiskind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new shape that you ever know previousto. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Tara Scribner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them isthis Tales from Alturas: The
Puerto Rican Mystique.

Nathaniel Marvel:

That book can make you to fed relax. This book Tales from Alturas: The Puerto Rican Mystique was
colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Tales from Alturas: The Puerto Rican
Mystique has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading in which.

Raymond Nelson:

Some peopl e said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book Tales from Alturas: The Puerto Rican Mystiqueto
make your reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation



about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to available a book and read
it. Beside that the e-book Tales from Alturas: The Puerto Rican Mystique can to be your brand new friend
when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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