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The lessons that most enrich our lives often come at unexpected moments and
from unlikely places. That’s what Katie Benson learns when she moves
temporarily—with her husband Ben and baby son—to her grandmother’s
Missouri farm. She arrives at atime of crisis and indecision—struggling with the
demands of being a new mother, a not-so-new wife, and a well-meaning but
often impatient granddaughter. The family has assigned her and Ben the job of
convincing Grandma Rose, who' s become increasingly stubborn and forgetful, to
move off the land that means so much to her and into a nursing home. Katie
knows such a change would break her grandmother’ s heart. But what isright for
her grandmother? And what is right for herself and her family?

Just when Katie despairs of finding answers, she discovers her grandmother’s
journal. A beautiful handmade notebook, it is full of heartwarming stories that
celebrate the virtue of patience, the power of love, and the importance of family,
friendship, and faith. Stories that make Katie see her life—and her
grandmother—in a completely new way...and lead her toward a new, more
meaningful future...
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The lessons that most enrich our lives often come at unexpected moments and from unlikely places. That's
what Katie Benson learns when she moves temporarily—with her husband Ben and baby son—to her
grandmother’s Missouri farm. She arrives at atime of crisis and indecision—struggling with the demands of
being a new mother, a not-so-new wife, and a well-meaning but often impatient granddaughter. The family
has assigned her and Ben the job of convincing Grandma Rose, who' s become increasingly stubborn and
forgetful, to move off the land that means so much to her and into a nursing home. Katie knows such a
change would break her grandmother’ s heart. But what isright for her grandmother? And what is right for
herself and her family?

Just when Katie despairs of finding answers, she discovers her grandmother’sjournal. A beautiful handmade
notebook, it isfull of heartwarming stories that celebrate the virtue of patience, the power of love, and the
importance of family, friendship, and faith. Stories that make Katie see her life—and her grandmother—in a
completely new way...and lead her toward a new, more meaningful future...
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

First-time author Lisa Wingate drew upon her relationship with her grandmother for inspiration in writing
Tending Roses. Her sensitive and able crafting of language, character, and situation pierces through the
turmoil and stress of everyday life, illuminating its message with amost painful intensity: "Maybe you
should start wanting less.” Wingate's words resonate as readers are introduced to Kate Bowman, her architect
husband Ben, and their infant son. Kate, on maternity leave from her high-profile Chicago job, has been
given the unenviable task of convincing her increasingly frail and forgetful grandmother that she can no
longer live alone on the Missouri farm that has been her home for almost half a century. Kate and Ben are
struggling to deal with mounting debts and medical bills asthey striveto build alifestyle, rather than alife.
Frustrated by dealing with her stubborn, if well-meaning, grandmother, Kate finds solace and clarity in
Grandma Rose's handwritten journal. The simple stories of earlier, less complicated times renew Kate's
understanding of the truly important things in life. Through the journal, Kate discovers the essence of the
remarkable Grandma Rose and is forced to reevaluate her priorities and those of her family.

Simply put, Wingate's aim is to exhort readers to "stop and smell the roses." The daily race to achieve and
have more, more, moreis clearly and all-too-accurately portrayed in these pages. | guarantee readers will
stop to think of their own lives and where they are spending their energies. Let's hope Lisa Wingate has other
relatives as inspiring as Grandma Rose for future novels. --Alison Trinkle

From Booklist

Christmas is going to be difficult for Kate Bowman this year. Traveling with her husband and infant to the
family farm in Missouri, she has the unpleasant task of convincing her 89-year-old Grandma Rose to move
to anursing home. Kate hasn't been back for six years and is dreading the confrontation with Grandma as
well asthe first family reunion since the death of her mother. But Grandma Rose makes things easier by
leaving her journal out for Kate to read, enabling her granddaughter to realize just how much more thereisto
Raose than she thought and how very important the farm isto her. This helps Kate find her way through her
financial and emotional problems and cues her to what's truly really important in life. Wingate's touching
story of love and faith proves the old adage that we should take time to smell the roses and try to put our
modern problems in perspective. Patty Engelmann

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“A rich story of family and faith.”—L ynne Hinton, author of Friendship Cake

“Tending Rosesis astory at once gentle and powerful about the very old and the very young, about the
young woman who lovesthem all. In Katie, Lisa Wingate has created a wonderful character who listensto
the family stories, understands that life is amystery with family right at its center, lives her own life to the
hilt.”—New York Times bestselling author Luanne Rice

“Stop what you are doing and experience Tending Roses! Hereis arich story of family and faith that
reminds us of the bittersweet seasons of life and our call to care for each other.”—L ynne Hinton, author of
Friendship Cake
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Johnny Mosier:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Tending Roses book is readabl e through you who hate those
straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Tending
Raoses content conveys prospect easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available asit. So , do you nonetheless thinking Tending Roses is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mary Sylvester:

This Tending Roses is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately
using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having Tending Roses in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
infoinitisnot ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt this?

Carol Anthony:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Tending Roses can give you alot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Tending Roses.

Armida Shipman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media socia like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Tending Roses when you essential it?
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