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Where Theodora went, trouble followed….
 
In sixth-century Constantinople, one woman, Theodora, defied every convention
and all the odds and rose from common theater tart to empress of a great
kingdom, the most powerful woman the Roman Empire would ever know. The
woman whose image was later immortalized in glittering mosaic was a scrappy,
clever, conniving, flesh-and-blood woman full of sensuality and spirit whose real
story is as surprising as any ever told….
 
After her father dies suddenly, Theodora and her sisters face starvation and a life
on the streets. Determined to survive, Theodora makes a living any way she
can—first on her back with every man who will have her, then on the stage in a
scandalous dramatization of her own invention. When her daring performance
grants her a backdoor entry into the halls of power, she seizes the chance to win a
wealthy protector—only to face heartbreak and betrayal.
 
Ever resilient, Theodora rises above such trials and, by a twist of fate, meets her
most passionate admirer yet: the emperor’s nephew. She thrives as his confidant
and courtesan, but many challenges lie ahead. For one day this man will hand her
a crown. And all the empire will wonder—is she bold enough, shrewd enough,
and strong enough to keep it?
 
READERS GUIDE INCLUDED
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from common theater tart to empress of a great kingdom, the most powerful woman the Roman Empire
would ever know. The woman whose image was later immortalized in glittering mosaic was a scrappy,
clever, conniving, flesh-and-blood woman full of sensuality and spirit whose real story is as surprising as
any ever told….
 
After her father dies suddenly, Theodora and her sisters face starvation and a life on the streets. Determined
to survive, Theodora makes a living any way she can—first on her back with every man who will have her,
then on the stage in a scandalous dramatization of her own invention. When her daring performance grants
her a backdoor entry into the halls of power, she seizes the chance to win a wealthy protector—only to face
heartbreak and betrayal.
 
Ever resilient, Theodora rises above such trials and, by a twist of fate, meets her most passionate admirer yet:
the emperor’s nephew. She thrives as his confidant and courtesan, but many challenges lie ahead. For one
day this man will hand her a crown. And all the empire will wonder—is she bold enough, shrewd enough,
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Editorial Review

Review

"A fascinating and vivid account; the life of Empress Theodora leaps from the page, as colorful and complex
as the woman herself."--Michelle Diener, author of The Emperor's Conspiracy

"If there is one book you choose to read on ancient times, let it be The Secret History." --Historical Novel
Society

"Thornton's well-conceived and engrossing tale exalts a historical figure of "true grit.""--Library Journal
Review

 "I really love that the book includes not only a note from the author about Theodora, but also a Reader's
Guide so it is ready for any book club to use!" --Night Owl Reviews

“Stephanie Thornton’s Theodora is tough and intelligent, spitting defiance against the cruel world of the
Byzantine Empire. Her rise from street urchin to emperor’s consort made me want to stand up and cheer. Her
later years as empress are great fun to read, but it was her early struggle as actress and courtesan that really
had me roaring: either with rage at the misfortunes heaped on this poor girl, or with delight as she once more
picked herself up with a steely glint in her eye and kept on going.”—Kate Quinn, author of Empress of the
Seven Hills

"Loss, ambition and lust keep this rich story moving at top speed. Stephanie Thornton writes a remarkable
first novel that brings a little known woman to full, vibrant life...A sprawling and irresistible story."—Jeane
Westin, author of The Spymaster's Daughter
 

About the Author
Stephanie Thornton is a writer and history teacher who has been obsessed with infamous women from
ancient history since she was twelve. She lives with her husband and daughter in Alaska, where she is at
work on her next novel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roberto Fetter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Secret History: A Novel of Empress
Theodora is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.



Anthony Brown:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take The Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodora as the daily resource
information.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

The reserve untitled The Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodora is the e-book that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Secret History: A Novel of Empress Theodora from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Deanne Mohammed:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Secret History: A Novel of
Empress Theodora is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you
did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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