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"I am going to Virginia," Jefferson wrote latein 1793. "'l am then to be liberated
from the hated occupations of palitics, and to remain in the bosom of my family,
my farm, and my books." Although Jefferson's liberation from public life was to
prove temporary, in 1794 he did enjoy an extended interlude from political
service. He set himself to applying the results of alifetime of studying and
eperimenting with agricultural theories on his own farms. The letters, notes, and
drawings that Jefferson left to posterity record his contributions to scientific
agriculture.

The heart of these records is the Farm Book, ajourna of plantation management
that Jefferson maintained from 1774 until just before his death in 1826. The Farm
Book, reproduced here in facsimile, is awide-ranging depiction of the
agricultural and industrial activities on Jefferson's plantations, primarily
Monticello and Poplar Forest. In Thomas Jefferson's Farm Book, the late Edwin
Morris Betts, professor of biology at the University of Virginia, embellishes this
agricultural journa with illuminating commentary and relevant extracts sel ected
from Jefferson's correspondence and other memorandum books. Organized
topically, the annotations and extracts paint a uniquely complete portrait of
plantation life and activity.

Jefferson's records reveal an experimental farm, implementing such innovations
as horizontal plowing, a crop-rotation plan, and Jefferson's own revolutionary
moldboard plow. In addition, the Farm Book is awindow to slave life, containing
Jefferson's notes regarding the rations his overseer distributed, the daily tasks
required by particular slaves, and the number of yards he purchased for daves
clothing. The book also portrays the industries pursued by enslaved and free
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workmen, including th Mulberry Row nailery, joinery, blacksmith's shop, and
spinning and weaving house.
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"I am going to Virginia," Jefferson wrote latein 1793. "I am then to be liberated from the hated occupations
of palitics, and to remain in the bosom of my family, my farm, and my books." Although Jefferson's
liberation from public life was to prove temporary, in 1794 he did enjoy an extended interlude from political
service. He set himself to applying the results of alifetime of studying and eperimenting with agricultural
theories on his own farms. The letters, notes, and drawings that Jefferson left to posterity record his
contributions to scientific agriculture.

The heart of these records is the Farm Book, ajournal of plantation management that Jefferson maintained
from 1774 until just before his death in 1826. The Farm Book, reproduced here in facsimile, isawide-
ranging depiction of the agricultural and industrial activities on Jefferson's plantations, primarily Monticello
and Poplar Forest. In Thomas Jefferson's Farm Book, the late Edwin Morris Betts, professor of biology at the
University of Virginia, embellishes this agricultural journal with illuminating commentary and relevant
extracts selected from Jefferson's correspondence and other memorandum books. Organized topically, the
annotations and extracts paint a uniquely complete portrait of plantation life and activity.

Jefferson's records reveal an experimental farm, implementing such innovations as horizontal plowing, a
crop-rotation plan, and Jefferson’s own revolutionary moldboard plow. In addition, the Farm Book isa
window to slave life, containing Jefferson's notes regarding the rations his overseer distributed, the daily
tasks required by particular slaves, and the number of yards he purchased for slaves' clothing. The book also
portrays the industries pursued by enslaved and free workmen, including th Mulberry Row nailery, joinery,
blacksmith's shop, and spinning and weaving house.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Edwin Morris Betts (1892-1958) was professor of biology at the University of Virginiafor thirty-one years.
He first became interested in Jefferson’s gardening and farming pursuits while studying the trees Jefferson
imported from abroad for planting on the grounds of the University. His scholarly legacy also includes his
editing of Thomas Jefferson's Garden Book.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Fernando Rowe:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Thomas Jefferson’'s Farm Book: With Commentary and Relevant
Extracts from Other Writings (Distributed by Unc Press for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation). Try to
stumble through book Thomas Jefferson’'s Farm Book: With Commentary and Relevant Extracts from Other
Writings (Distributed by Unc Press for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation) as your good friend. It means that
it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you alot more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and a so knowledge with this book.

L aree Drummond:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asit
isknown to us that book is very important normally. The book Thomas Jefferson's Farm Book: With
Commentary and Relevant Extracts from Other Writings (Distributed by Unc Press for the Thomas Jefferson
Foundation) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Thomas Jefferson's Farm Book: With Commentary and
Relevant Extracts from Other Writings (Distributed by Unc Press for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation) is
not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Thomas
Jefferson's Farm Book: With Commentary and Relevant Extracts from Other Writings (Distributed by Unc
Press for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation). Y ou never sense lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Tara Cassdl:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new



info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, studying abook will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Thomas
Jefferson's Farm Book: With Commentary and Relevant Extracts from Other Writings (Distributed by Unc
Press for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve.
Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Cathy Kerby:

This Thomas Jefferson's Farm Book: With Commentary and Relevant Extracts from Other Writings
(Distributed by Unc Press for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation) is great e-book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book revea it information accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Thomas Jefferson’'s Farm Book: With Commentary and Relevant Extracts from Other
Writings (Distributed by Unc Press for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation) in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with
ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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