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Understanding Plays As Texts for Performance offers seventeen plays with
critical commentaries that span the range of Western writing for the theatre from
the Greeks to the post-moderns. This book introduces readers to dramatic writing
as“pre-texts’ for theatrical performance—written not only to be read, but also to
be performed by actors before audiences.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

Understanding Plays As Texts for Performance offers sixteen plays with critical commentaries that span the
range of Western writing for the theatre from the Greeks to the post-moderns. This text introduces students
to dramatic writing as “ pre-texts” for theatrical performance-written to be performed by actors before
audiences. In addition, it emphasizes playwriting conventions, elements, styles, trends, and movements to
document changing dramaturgy and production practices in the West from Sophocles to Tony Kushner and
Paula VVogel. Brief production histories and critical commentaries add to the student's understanding of the
literature and the theatrical text as the basis for performance.

New and Notable Features:

- Introduces students to the world of theatre with sixteen plays taken from theatrical history with extensive
discussions of the types, elements, and styles of drama.

- Begins with an introduction that sets forth drama's vocabulary, methods, and conventions for generating
theatrical excitement and meaning, especially helpful for the beginning student.

- Features five new plays that put studentsin touch with playwrights who are shaping today's theatre in
Americaand that strengthen the presence of multicultural and women playwrightsin the text.

- Includes an entirely new chapter on “New” Docudrama and The Laramie Project by M oisés Kaufman,
addressing a “re-discovered” form for writing and performance for the contemporary theatre.

- Expandsthe chapter on theIntercultural Text demonstrating L atino/a and Asian-American playwriting,
broadening the emphasis on multicultural and alternative voicesin U.S. theatre.

- Closes with a section on playwriting at the millennium featuring feminism, the "new" documentary text,
solo performance, and interculturalism, exposing students to playwrights who are shaping the theatre of
today and tomorrow.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Carter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Understanding Plays (3rd Edition). Try to make the book
Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) as your pal. It meansthat it can being your friend when you experience
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your
case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Marie Nitta:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.



They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your own
personal freetime/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Thomas Palmer :

This Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anindividual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

CatherineMgjia:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Understanding Plays (3rd Edition) was filled regarding science. Spend your
extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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