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This concise guidebook is intended for faculty who are interested in engaging
their students and developing deep and lasting learning, but do not have the time
to immerse themselves in the scholarship of teaching and learning.

Acknowledging the growing body of peer-reviewed literature on practices that
can dramatically impact teaching, this intentionally brief book:

* Summarizes recent research on six of the most compelling principles in
learning and teaching
* Describes their application to the college classroom
* Presents teaching strategies that are based on pragmatic practices
* Provides annotated bibliographies and important citations for faculty who want
to explore these topics further

This guidebook begins with an overview of how we learn, covering such topics
such as the distinction between expert and novice learners, memory, prior
learning, and metacognition. The body of the book is divided into three main
sections each of which includes teaching principles, applications, and related
strategies – most of which can be implemented without extensive preparation.

The applications sections present examples of practice across a diverse range of
disciplines including the sciences, humanities, arts, and pre-professional
programs.

This book provides a foundation for the reader explore these approaches and
methods in his or her teaching.
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This concise guidebook is intended for faculty who are interested in engaging their students and developing
deep and lasting learning, but do not have the time to immerse themselves in the scholarship of teaching and
learning.

Acknowledging the growing body of peer-reviewed literature on practices that can dramatically impact
teaching, this intentionally brief book:

* Summarizes recent research on six of the most compelling principles in learning and teaching
* Describes their application to the college classroom
* Presents teaching strategies that are based on pragmatic practices
* Provides annotated bibliographies and important citations for faculty who want to explore these topics
further

This guidebook begins with an overview of how we learn, covering such topics such as the distinction
between expert and novice learners, memory, prior learning, and metacognition. The body of the book is
divided into three main sections each of which includes teaching principles, applications, and related
strategies – most of which can be implemented without extensive preparation.

The applications sections present examples of practice across a diverse range of disciplines including the
sciences, humanities, arts, and pre-professional programs.

This book provides a foundation for the reader explore these approaches and methods in his or her teaching.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A Concise Guide to Improving Student Learning: Six Evidence-Based Principles and How to Apply Them
offers educators at the college teaching levels specific ideas on how to apply theory to learning, and pairs a
research-based book with a guide to advancing scholarship quality in higher education. Chapters are intended
for faculty who want to engage their students, but have little time to study the process. Recent research
findings are thus summarized, linked to college classroom applications and methods, and contrasted with
teaching methods that have been used less successfully. Add in annotated bibliographies and citations and
you have a fine guide educators will relish." (California Bookwatch)

“In just a few dozen pages, this research-based book will inspire and help you to make your teaching more
intentional, engaging, and effective. This concise guide synthesizes recent scholarship to provide practical
advice that is accessible to everyone who teaches in higher education.” (Peter Felten)

“You have in your hand, in one, compact package, a primer, a detailed guidebook to becoming a more
effective teacher. In just sixty pages of main text you will find rich morsels, insights, and wisdom about
approaches to improving student learning. Professors Persellin and Daniels have combed over and reviewed
the best ideas about effective teaching and learning, straining them down to six, straightforward principles.

What does this book do that is different from the other books about teaching and learning? Those of us who
have ventured into the literature on teaching and learning know that, over the past two decades, it has
become a discipline unto itself. The options and resources for improving one’s teaching sometime feel
limitless and overwhelming, especially for faculty members who are busily engaged not only in teaching and
service, but also in research and creative work. A Concise Guide reviews, condenses, and explains those
theories and practices?allowing you, the reader, to efficiently and effectively engage with those ideas.”
(Michael Reder, Director)

"This is a valuable guide for college and university teachers of all levels of experience because it bridges the
gap between what we know about students’ learning and how we teach. The book culls important research to
offer up a concise set of evidence-based strategies teachers can put to use immediately to enhance students’
academic success." (Mary-Ann Winkelmes, Coordinator of Instructional Development and Research)

"This book achieves several important goals. First, it is indeed concise. This is a major service to teachers.
The literature is large and continually growing, but the authors succeed in bringing it all together in a highly
practical and accessible way. There are three chapters which not only provide theory, but also a wide range
of approaches and examples for achieving deeper learning, using action centered pedagogy, and assessing
the outcomes. It will be of great use to experts in the disciplines who are asked to teach, but have little or no
knowledge of learning theory and teaching methods (which is most of us.)" (James Zull, Author, “The Art of
Changing the Brain: Enriching the Practice of Teaching by Exploring the Biology of Learning”)

About the Author
Diane Cummings Persellin is Professor and Coordinator of Music Education at Trinity University in San
Antonio, Texas. An author of over 100 articles and book chapters, her research interests focus on teacher
preparation, professional development in higher education, and applications of research on learning.
Currently, she is Director of the Trinity University Summer Program for Music Educators, a staff member of



the Associated Colleges of the South Teaching and Learning Workshop, and on editorial boards of College
Teaching and Texas Music Education Research. Most recently she helped develop Trinity’s new
Collaborative for Learning and Teaching as its interim co-director. Dr. Persellin has served as Editor of
General Music Today and as President of Texas Music Educators Conference and has presented numerous
workshops and papers at national and international conferences including POD and Lilly. An award-winning
teacher and advisor, she was inducted into the San Antonio Women's Hall of Fame for her work in
education.

Mary Blythe Daniels is Professor of Spanish at Centre College. Dr. Daniels was named Centre College’s
National Endowment for the Humanities Distinguished Professor and has also received the Kirk Award for
Excellent Teaching. She has a strong background in literature, language instruction, and pedagogy in higher
education. Her diverse research interests have led her to publish articles about seventeenth-century Spanish
theater and about community-based learning. Daniels’ work in experiential and community-based learning
has been presented on college campuses, at national conferences and has received significant external
funding. Daniels is a staff member of the Associated Colleges of the South’s Teaching and Learning
Workshop, and has presented at national and international conferences including POD and Lilly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

The book A Concise Guide to Improving Student Learning: Six Evidence-Based Principles and How to
Apply Them gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make reading a book A Concise Guide to Improving Student Learning: Six
Evidence-Based Principles and How to Apply Them being your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open and read a guide A Concise Guide to Improving Student Learning: Six Evidence-
Based Principles and How to Apply Them. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Louis McCarthy:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Concise Guide to
Improving Student Learning: Six Evidence-Based Principles and How to Apply Them is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Evelyn Nay:

The book A Concise Guide to Improving Student Learning: Six Evidence-Based Principles and How to
Apply Them will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell



out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The
book A Concise Guide to Improving Student Learning: Six Evidence-Based Principles and How to Apply
Them is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Juan Gilbert:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Concise
Guide to Improving Student Learning: Six Evidence-Based Principles and How to Apply Them which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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