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When John Connolly burst upon the literary suspense scene in 1999, he was an
immediate international sensation. His Every Dead Thing became an
instantaneous bestseller in England, and here in America, his writing was greeted
with extraordinary accolades. He won the prestigious Shamus Award for Best
First Private Eye Novel, and, as the San Francisco Examiner wrote, "John
Connolly's tale is as riveting and chilling as Thomas Harris's The Silence of the
Lambs and James Patterson's Kiss the Girls."
Now, Connolly returns with Dark Hollow, a terrifying and ingenious novel of a
murderous spree that reaches back decades into the victims' pasts. Back again is
ex-New York Police Detective Charlie "Bird" Parker, who has returned to his
hometown of Scarborough, Maine, after the vicious killings of his wife and
daughter; it is time to leave the bloodstained streets of Manhattan and rebuild his
family's house -- as well as his own life. But for Bird, returning to his roots
means digging through a mountain of terror, as memories of his father's and
grandfather's untimely deaths resurface and drive him to join the manhunt for the
killer of yet another mother and child. Though the obvious suspect is Billy
Purdue, the violent former husband of the murdered young woman, another
player lurks in this disturbing drama, someone entangled in the dark hollow of
Bird's past.
Darkly atmospheric, tense and imbued with the page-turning ferocity that only
the finest crime fiction offers, Dark Hollow is a stunning successor to Every
Dead Thing, a testament to the burgeoning power of John Connolly to tell stories
that thrill, frighten and haunt the soul.
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When John Connolly burst upon the literary suspense scene in 1999, he was an immediate international
sensation. His Every Dead Thing became an instantaneous bestseller in England, and here in America, his
writing was greeted with extraordinary accolades. He won the prestigious Shamus Award for Best First
Private Eye Novel, and, as the San Francisco Examiner wrote, "John Connolly's tale is as riveting and
chilling as Thomas Harris's The Silence of the Lambs and James Patterson's Kiss the Girls."
Now, Connolly returns with Dark Hollow, a terrifying and ingenious novel of a murderous spree that reaches
back decades into the victims' pasts. Back again is ex-New York Police Detective Charlie "Bird" Parker, who
has returned to his hometown of Scarborough, Maine, after the vicious killings of his wife and daughter; it is
time to leave the bloodstained streets of Manhattan and rebuild his family's house -- as well as his own life.
But for Bird, returning to his roots means digging through a mountain of terror, as memories of his father's
and grandfather's untimely deaths resurface and drive him to join the manhunt for the killer of yet another
mother and child. Though the obvious suspect is Billy Purdue, the violent former husband of the murdered
young woman, another player lurks in this disturbing drama, someone entangled in the dark hollow of Bird's
past.
Darkly atmospheric, tense and imbued with the page-turning ferocity that only the finest crime fiction offers,
Dark Hollow is a stunning successor to Every Dead Thing, a testament to the burgeoning power of John
Connolly to tell stories that thrill, frighten and haunt the soul.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Charlie "Bird" Parker, the protagonist of John Connolly's Shamus Award-winning first novel, Every Dead
Thing, returns in another moody, masterful thriller set in the beautifully evoked Maine woods where Bird has
returned to lick his wounds and recover from the murder of his wife and daughter explored in the earlier
book. A half-hearted investigator, Bird agrees to track down the ex-husband of Rita Purdue and get the child
support she has coming to her. And when Rita and her son are killed and the finger of suspicion points to
Billy Purdue, Bird still feels a moral obligation to find the young man, even though he can't believe he's a
killer. Then the bodies begin piling up, among them a bunch of Cambodian killers, some mob-connected
Boston gangsters, a couple of people to whom Billy turned for refuge, and an old woman in a nursing home
who dies with the name of a bogeyman on her lips--the mysterious Caleb Kyle. It's not the first time Bird's
heard that name: his grandfather, who was also a cop, spent his last years trying to track down the legendary
monster whose name was always used to scare kids into doing what they were supposed to. And it's not only
his grandfather's ghost that haunts Bird as he attempts to solve the mystery of who Billy Purdue really is; the
spirits of his dead wife and child urge him on in his attempt to find justice for Rita and her child as well.
Aided in his quest by two unlikely but compellingly realized associates, a gay hit man and his lover, Bird
confronts the evil that lurks in a mythical monster who turns out to be all too real, and comes to terms,
finally, with the grief that has colored his life black since the death of his family. A powerful, well-paced
thriller with a complex and interesting hero who bears even further explication--hopefully in his third
adventure. --Jane Adams

From Publishers Weekly
Irish writer Connolly's follow-up to Every Dead Thing, which won the 2000 Shamus Award for Best PI First
Novel, is just as grim, hard-edged and compulsively readable as his debut. Recently relocated to his home
town of Scarborough, Maine, newly licensed PI Charlie Parker tries to get some overdue child support from
wastrel Billy Purdue as a favor to Purdue's ex-wife Rita, an act of charity that ends up pitting Parker and his
friends Angel and Luis against mobster Tony Celli. Celli is looking for $2 million that Purdue might have
heisted during a botched ransom exchange, and a pair of killers named Abel and Stritch are on the loose.
There's also a trail of dead bodies, all of them linked to Purdue's search for his birth parents, a line that
stretches from his family to an old woman who kills herself after running away from a nursing home. She
claims to have seen Caleb Kyle, a vicious serial killer who hasn't been heard from since Parker's youth. It's
this element of the plot that lends a supernatural air to the already creepy proceedings (Parker has visions of
his dead wife and daughter); the book opens like a Stephen King novel, with a violent prologue, visions of
nameless evil darkening the stars, and the dead past coming alive. Since the novel is set in Maine, it feels like
an homage to the master of Pine Tree State horror. Luckily, this very violent hunt for a revived serial killer
can survive comparison with the best, especially when you consider that Connolly is creating pitch-perfect
American dialogue and believable American characters from a desk in Dublin. Agent, Darley Anderson.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Having won the 2000 Shamus Award for Best First Private-Eye Novel, Connolly aims for more success by
dropping protagonist Charlie "Bird" Parker in the midst of savage doings in Maine. Note that the author is
Irish.



Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andy Breaux:

The e-book with title Dark Hollow: A Novel (Charlie Parker Book 2) has a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Shirley Akins:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Dark Hollow: A Novel (Charlie Parker Book 2) why because the
great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Greg Christenson:

The book untitled Dark Hollow: A Novel (Charlie Parker Book 2) contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Beverlee Guthrie:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Dark Hollow: A Novel (Charlie Parker Book 2) we can consider more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Dark Hollow: A Novel
(Charlie Parker Book 2). You can more appealing than now.
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