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Though it did not yet exist as a discrete field of scientific inquiry, biology was at
the heart of many of the most important debates in seventeenth-century
philosophy. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the work of G. W. Leibniz. In
Divine Machines, Justin Smith offersthe first in-depth examination of Leibniz's
deep and complex engagement with the empirical life sciences of hisday, in
areas as diverse as medicine, physiology, taxonomy, generation theory, and

pal eontology. He shows how these wide-ranging pursuits were not only central to
Leibniz's philosophical interests, but often provided the insights that led to some
of his best-known philosophical doctrines.

Presenting the clearest picture yet of the scope of Leibniz's theoretical interest in
the life sciences, Divine Machines takes seriously the philosopher's own repeated
claims that the world must be understood in fundamentally biological terms. Here
Smith reveals a thinker who was immersed in the sciences of life, and looked to
the living world for answers to vexing metaphysical problems. He casts Leibniz's
philosophy in an entirely new light, demonstrating how it radically departed from
the prevailing models of mechanical philosophy and had an enduring influence
on the history and development of the life sciences. Along the way, Smith
provides afascinating glimpse into early modern debates about the nature and
origins of organic life, and into how philosophers such as Leibniz engaged with
the scientific dilemmas of their era
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Though it did not yet exist as a discrete field of scientific inquiry, biology was at the heart of many of the
most important debates in seventeenth-century philosophy. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the work
of G. W. Leibniz. In Divine Machines, Justin Smith offers the first in-depth examination of Leibniz's deep
and complex engagement with the empirical life sciences of hisday, in areas as diverse as medicine,
physiology, taxonomy, generation theory, and paleontology. He shows how these wide-ranging pursuits were
not only central to Leibniz's philosophical interests, but often provided the insights that led to some of his
best-known philosophical doctrines.

Presenting the clearest picture yet of the scope of Leibniz's theoretical interest in the life sciences, Divine
Machines takes seriously the philosopher's own repeated claims that the world must be understood in
fundamentally biological terms. Here Smith reveals a thinker who was immersed in the sciences of life, and
looked to the living world for answers to vexing metaphysical problems. He casts Leibniz's philosophy in an
entirely new light, demonstrating how it radically departed from the prevailing models of mechanical
philosophy and had an enduring influence on the history and development of the life sciences. Along the
way, Smith provides afascinating glimpse into early modern debates about the nature and origins of organic
life, and into how philosophers such as Leibniz engaged with the scientific dilemmas of their era.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Smith thus offers a broader historical context than the title suggests. But with Divine Machines, Leibniz
himself emerges as a fascinating example of the early modern obsession with the grand questions about life,
and isfor this reason certainly of interest to historians of science and medicine.”--Stephanie Eichberg,
British Journal for the History of Science

"Smith's. . . book affords quite a number of innovative analyses and is due to become alandmark of Leibniz
studies."--Francois Duchesneau, HOPQOS: Journal of the International Society for the History of
Philosophy of Science

"Even in the instances where the reader's doubts linger, Smith's scholarship makes a convincing case and one
isrequired to look anew at Leibniz's most well known commitments. For the contributions it makes in our
understandings of Leibniz and for the way in which Leibniz isintegrated in the emergence of the life
sciences, Divine Machinesis highly recommended reading.”--L ea F. Schweitz, Aestimatio

From the Back Cover

"With this book, Justin Smith turns the world of Leibniz scholarship upside down. Others have argued for
the centrality of Leibniz's views on language and logic, or on physics and mathematics, or on theology, but
Smith shows us how to read this key figure in the history of modern thought through his biology. This
learned, original, and exciting book is obligatory reading for anyone interested in the origins of modern
philosophy.”--Daniel Garber, Princeton University

"I can not overstate how important Divine Machinesisto Leibniz studies and the history of early modern
philosophy and science. There is so much material here, so many sources, SO many arguments, so many
connections made, that even as | write this| am distracted by thoughts of the many avenues of research
Smith has opened up to the rest of us. Divine Machinesis a watershed moment.”--Gideon M anning,
California Institute of Technology

"Smith's book is the first comprehensive, full-length study in English dedicated to Leibniz's philosophy of
biology. He provides a very broad and detailed historical context for afuller understanding of Leibniz's place
in the history of the life sciences. Smith has uncovered and drawn upon many of Leibniz's own texts which
have been understudied or even unused by other scholars. The scholarship is exemplary.”--Karen Detlefsen,
University of Pennsylvania

About the Author
Justin E. H. Smith is associate professor of philosophy at Concordia University in Montreal. He is the editor
of "The Problem of Animal Generation in Early Modern Philosophy".

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Yadira Singh:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some peopl e experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life.

Angel Huitt:

The book Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. You can
know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life.
Kinds of book are severa. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you
think about this reserve?

Clarence Hamm:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Divine Machines: Leibniz
and the Sciences of Lifeis our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Carol Shull:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Divine Machines: Leibniz and the Sciences of Life will give you a new experience in examining a
book.
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