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In This Bitter Earth, Sugar Lacey is on her way out of Bigelow, Arkansas,
where she’d come to break with the past. With her worn leopard-print suitcase
and her head held high, she walks past the prying eyes of its small-minded, cruel-
hearted townsfolk, praying for the strength to keep going. She doesn’t stop until
she arrives at her childhood home in Short Junction.  Here she learns the truth
about her parentage: a terrible tale of unrequited love, of one man’s enduring
hatred, and of the black magic that has cursed generations of Lacey women.  A
powerfully realized novel that brings back the unforgettable characters from
Sugar, McFadden’s bestselling debut, This Bitter Earth is a testament to the
ultimate triumph of the human spirit.
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the past. With her worn leopard-print suitcase and her head held high, she walks past the prying eyes of its
small-minded, cruel-hearted townsfolk, praying for the strength to keep going. She doesn’t stop until she
arrives at her childhood home in Short Junction.  Here she learns the truth about her parentage: a terrible tale
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In a heartfelt but lackluster sequel to her critically acclaimed debut, Sugar, McFadden follows Sugar as she
attempts to heal her physical and emotional wounds. In the winter of 1955, Sugar Lacey leaves her man, the
evil Lappy Clayton, in Bigelow, Ark., to return to Short Junction only 10 miles, but a world away. The Lacey
sisters, who raised Sugar from birth and employed her in their house of ill repute, welcome her back and
answer her questions about her parents. When all three sisters die, Sugar receives her inheritance, and would
live comfortably if not for the ghosts of the past that won't leave her in peace. Finally, in 1965, she is drawn
to St. Louis to seek out her old friend Mary. Appalled to discover that Mary's home has become a heroin den
and her granddaughter a junkie, Sugar bravely and selflessly tries to save the young girl. This ordeal and a
subsequent bus trip to Bigelow featuring a harrowing episode of racial intimidation are the best scenes in the
novel as McFadden captures the horrors of drug addiction and the zeitgeist of a racist South. Unfortunately,
the rest of the novel is too full of Sugar's victimization: suffering the pain of her past, she lacks much of the
fiery fighting spirit that made her appealing and sympathetic in the first novel. Agent, James Vines.
(Feb.)Forecast: Bookstores should not discount a built-in audience and praise for McFadden's past work
from such notables as Toni Morrison and Terry McMillan.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this sequel, the heroine of Sugar, McFadden's debut best seller, learns about her past.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Redemption and reunion figure prominently in McFadden's sequel to Sugar (2000), this time focusing on the
life of the mysterious woman who came to the small town of Bigelow, Arkansas, and unleashed gossip,
passions, and long-buried secrets. Having survived a near-fatal slashing, Sugar Lacey retraces her sorrowful
life--back to Short Junction and the Lacey sisters who raised her in a whorehouse, back to St. Louis and
Mary who helped her recover, and finally back to Bigelow to reconcile her past. But she returns with Mercy,
Mary's drug-addicted granddaughter, now an orphan. The 1960s and the Vietnam War have taken their toll
on the residents of Bigelow, compounding the human frailties of grief and revenge and the power of secrets.
Sugar is reunited with solid Joe Taylor, emotionally fragile Pearl, angry Seth, and reticent J. J. But her tragic
past also returns in the person of Lappy Clayton, who threatens to destroy the place Sugar has made for
herself. To fully understand and appreciate this complex, vivid novel, be sure to read Sugar first. Vanessa
Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying This Bitter Earth that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible
to pick This Bitter Earth become your own personal starter.

Jared Smith:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like This Bitter Earth which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Wanda Hardin:

This This Bitter Earth is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this This Bitter Earth can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Mildred Shaw:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book This Bitter Earth was colourful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book This Bitter Earth has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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