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The waterways of ancient Iraq were crucia to its prosperity. While they were
maintained, Iraq and neighbouring Khuzistan, in southwest Iran, were the richest
and most productive agricultural areas of the Middle East, supporting the
Sasanian, Umayyad and Abbasid empires. When the waterways changed or fell
into decay, both the prosperity and the political role of Iraq largely disappeared.
Understanding the course of the rivers and how they changed is therefore pivotal
to understanding the history of the region. Peter Verkinderen’s important book
provides the first major re-examination of the waterways of early Islamic Irag in
almost seventy years. Combining a close reading of early Arab geographical and
historical sources with analysis of modern satellite imagery, the author
reconstructs the course of each of the major rivers?the Euphrates, Tigris, Karun,
Jarrahi and Karhe? from the 7th to the 12th centuries, showing how they changed
over the intervening five hundred years. His extensive use of detailed narrative
accounts found in Arab historical sources has never previously been undertaken
and the use of remote sensing has allowed the author to link traces of ancient
river beds and canal systemsto the rivers and canals mentioned in the early Arab
sources. Presenting a much fuller and more accurate picture than has previously
been possible, Waterways of Iraq isawork of the first importance, unlikely to be
superseded for many years to come.
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The waterways of ancient Irag were crucial to its prosperity. While they were maintained, Irag and
neighbouring Khuzistan, in southwest Iran, were the richest and most productive agricultural areas of the
Middle East, supporting the Sasanian, Umayyad and Abbasid empires. When the waterways changed or fell
into decay, both the prosperity and the political role of Iraq largely disappeared. Understanding the course of
the rivers and how they changed is therefore pivotal to understanding the history of the region. Peter
Verkinderen's important book provides the first major re-examination of the waterways of early Islamic Irag
in almost seventy years. Combining a close reading of early Arab geographical and historical sources with
analysis of modern satellite imagery, the author reconstructs the course of each of the mgjor rivers?the
Euphrates, Tigris, Karun, Jarrahi and Karhe? from the 7th to the 12th centuries, showing how they changed
over the intervening five hundred years. His extensive use of detailed narrative accounts found in Arab
historical sources has never previously been undertaken and the use of remote sensing has allowed the author
to link traces of ancient river beds and canal systemsto the rivers and canals mentioned in the early Arab
sources. Presenting a much fuller and more accurate picture than has previously been possible, Waterways of
Iragisawork of the first importance, unlikely to be superseded for many years to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
Thisisawork of major and lasting importance. It will certainly become the standard work'’, Professor Hugh
Kennedy, SOAS, University of London

About the Author
Peter VVerkinderen is a member of the Department of Languages and Cultures: the Near East and Islamic
World, University of Ghent, Belgium

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michad Gibson:

Here thing why this Waterways of Iraq and Iran in the Early Islamic Period: Changing Rivers and

L andscapes of the Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography) are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all examining abook is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which
isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. Waterways of Iragq and Iran in the Early Islamic Period:
Changing Rivers and Landscapes of the Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that similar with Waterways of Irag and Iran in the Early Islamic Period: Changing Rivers and Landscapes of
the Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography). It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach
home by train. When you are having difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Waterways of Iraq and Iran in the Early Islamic Period: Changing Rivers and Landscapes of the
Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography) in e-book can be your choice.

George Walker:

The guide with title Waterways of Irag and Iran in the Early Islamic Period: Changing Rivers and
Landscapes of the Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography) includes alot of
information that you can study it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.



M aur een Bonds;

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveit in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Waterways of Irag and Iran in the Early Islamic Period:
Changing Rivers and Landscapes of the Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography)
can giveyou alot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Waterways of Irag and Iran in the Early Islamic Period:
Changing Rivers and Landscapes of the Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography).

Hannah Norton:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. Aswe know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Waterways of Irag and Iran in the Early Islamic Period: Changing Rivers and Landscapes of
the Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography) we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book
Waterways of Iraq and Iran in the Early Islamic Period: Changing Rivers and Landscapes of the
Mesopotamian Plain (International Library of Human Geography). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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