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World Philosophies is a comprehensive survey of the world's philosophical and
religious traditions by one of our foremost religious thinkers. Ninian Smart
discusses notable figures such as Plato and Kierkegaard in the West, the Buddha
and Mao Zedong in Asia, Tempels and Knibanga in Africa, and Rodo and Royce
in America. Covering a wide range of topics including Indian ideas of testimony
and evidence, Chinese notions of moral development, Buddhist concepts of
cosmology and Latin American critiques of materialism, Smart sheds new light
on the astonishing diversity of philosophies that have developed throughout
history.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Smart (The World's Religions, LJ 11/1/98) presents a narrative history arranged geographically. After an
introductory outline chapter, the concepts that arose on the ancient subcontinent of India, in Chinese
antiquity, and so on, are developed culture by culture and epoch by epoch. Smart weaves an explanation of
religious developments among Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, Muslims, and Christians into nearly as thorough a
tapestry as his presentation of secular thought. This seems wholly appropriate, given how religious ideas
traditionally suffuse philosophical ones, but, in many cases, the author's interest in religious nuance
downplays the distinction between religion and philosophy. Most troubling in this large and academic text is
the complete lack of quotation and, too often, the absence of particular vocabulary developed by the
philosophers and movements under discussion. The exhaustive chapter-by-chapter bibliographies range
widely to include reference works, primary sources, and popular works. For academic collections.?Francisca
Goldsmith, Berkeley P.L., CA
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
In a work of amazing breadth and cogency, the acknowledged master of the study of world civilization leads
us through the philosophies that have guided some corners of humanity and today lay claim to a hearing
everywhere. Ninian Smart has studied languages and histories, philosophies and literatures, east and west,
north and south, and with panache and verve he introduces in a profound way worlds that, before our time
have rarely collided. This is a masterpiece of lucid description, analysis, and interpretation of the ways
people have made sense of things - choices that today face us all.
–Jacob Neusner, University of South Florida and Bard College

Ninian Smart is one of the few public religious intellectuals who can be compared to the late Joseph
Campbell.
–Library Journal

I thought this was an excellent book. All the chapters are both interesting and of an equally high standard.
There is a lot of interest in nowadays, especially in the US, in world philosophy...Ninian Smart is one of the
best writers on the topic working today.
–Oliver Leaman, Liverpool John Moores University

Ninian Smart has once again brought his considerable skills--philosophy, phenomenology of religion, cross-
cultural comparisons, and theology--to bear on a much needed compendium on philosophies of the world.
And all the more urgent as we move towards a fecundation of global civilizations. It indeed is a garland
woven out of the differing flowers of many traditions
.
–Purushottama Bilimoria, Editor of Sophia

As a work of reference, this will be invaluable. Smarts analysis of such crucial thinkers as Buddha,
Confucius, Descartes and Derrida is impeccable.
–The Times

About the Author
Ninian Smart is J. F. Rowny Professor of Comparative Religions at the University of California, Santa



Barbara. Among his many books are "Buddhism and Christianity: Rivals and Allies" (1993), "Choosing a
Faith" (1995), and "The Religious Experience" (5th edition, 1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book World Philosophies will make
you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Roseann Flowers:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book World Philosophies. All type
of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ann Potter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book World Philosophies has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve World Philosophies is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book World Philosophies. You never experience lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Emily Meredith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the World Philosophies when you necessary it?
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